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Week Ending Friday, April 7, 1989 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Meeting With 
President Carlos Andrés Pérez of 
Venezuela 


April 1, 1989 


President Bush this morning had break- 
fast in the Residence with Venezuelan 
President Carlos Andrés Pérez. The break- 
fast and meeting focused on the Venezu- 
elan debt situation. President Pérez de- 
scribed the economic reforms being under- 
taken in Venezuela. President Bush encour- 
aged President Pérez to continue those re- 
forms. The two leaders also discussed the 
situation in Central America and the new 
United States bipartisan agreement. Presi- 
dent Bush emphasized keeping diplomatic 
pressure on the Sandinistas, and he asked 
for Venezuelan support in that effort. 


The breakfast and meeting began at 8 
a.m. and lasted approximately 90 minutes. 
Participating on the U.S. side were the 
President, Vice President Quayle, Secretary 
of State James Baker, Secretary of the 
Treasury Nicholas Brady, Chief of Staff John 
Sununu, national security adviser Brent 
Scowcroft, and Bernard Aronson, Assistant 
Secretary of State-designate for Latin Amer- 
ican and Caribbean Affairs, and Robert Pas- 
terino from the National Security Council 
staff. Participating from the Venezuelan 
side were President Pérez, Foreign Minister 
Enrique Tejera-Paris, Minister of Planning 
Miguel Rodriguez, Chief of Staff Reinaldo 
Figueredo, Ambassador to the United States 
Valentin Hernandez, and Ambassador-des- 
ignate to the United States Simén Alberto 
Consalvi. 


Proclamation 5948—National Child 
Care Awareness Week, 1989 


April 2, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Parents have no greater responsibility 
than their children—the precious persons 
entrusted to their care and protection. For 
millions of American families, child care is 
an increasingly important issue. With an in- 
creasing number of single-parent families 
and the proportion of mothers who work 
outside the home in two-parent families 
rising, more and more parents are seeking 
help in caring for their children. 

The majority of those needing child care 
turn to family members, friends, or neigh- 
bors. Others seek support from an array of 
nonprofit and proprietary child care provid- 
ers operating in the country today. Church- 
es and church-affiliated programs also play 
a vital role in caring for our Nation’s chil- 
dren, providing quality day care and the 
religious atmosphere that many parents 
desire. 

Increasing the range of child care options 
available to parents—particularly those who 
head families of modest means—will benefit 
the Nation’s children, their parents, and the 
country as a whole. Parents need options 
that allow them to make the child care ar- 
rangements that best meet their families’ 
needs and preferences. 

“National Child Care Awareness Week” is 
a time when we recognize the importance 
of quality child care and applaud the dedi- 
cated and concerned individuals who pro- 
vide that care. 
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It is also a time to renew our efforts to be 
creative and energetic in increasing the va- 
riety of child care arrangements available to 
parents. We must always remember that 
parents are best able to make decisions 
about their children’s care and should have 
the ability to do so freely. 

As we celebrate “National Child Care 
Awareness Week,” let us rededicate our- 
selves to improving care for the children of 
America. Let us also recognize that while 
the specific child care requirements of fami- 
lies differ, the provision of loving and sup- 
portive care is a need all children share. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
50, has designated the week beginning 
April 2, 1989, as “National Child Care 
Awareness Week” and has requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning April 
2, 1989, as National Child Care Awareness 
Week. I call upon all Americans to join with 
me in honoring the parents, relatives, 
schools, churches, and commercial child 
care providers who accept the enormously 
important responsibility of helping to care 
for our children. National Child Care 
Awareness Week affords us a welcome op- 
portunity to offer them recognition and en- 
couragement. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of April, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 

George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:27 p.m., April 3, 1989] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on April 3. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
Representatives of the Families of the 
Victims of Pan American Flight 103 


April 3, 1989 


President Bush met this morning for ap- 
proximately 1 hour and 5 minutes with rep- 
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resentatives of the families of victims of Pan 
Am Flight 103. President Bush expressed 
his sorrow and deep concern with respect 
to the families of the victims of this tragic 
incident. President Bush said he had read 
some of the letters from families and was 
generally aware of their concerns. 

The following representatives attended: 
Burt Ammerman, Joe Horgan, Paul Hudson, 
Wendy Geibler, and Vicki Cummock. The 
group discussed their concern for airport 
security and various efforts that might be 
taken to improve it. They had discussed 
these matters with Secretary of Transporta- 
tion Samuel Skinner. Secretary Skinner will 
address many of these concerns, along with 
other announcements on airport security, at 
a press conference later today. The group 
also discussed the Government’s liaison with 
them in the aftermath of the incident. 

President Bush asked Secretary Skinner 
to remain in contact with the group and to 
keep them advised of security issues of con- 
cern to them. The meeting was sensitive, 
solemn, and productive. The families appre- 
ciated the President’s sincerity and the op- 
portunity to discuss the issue with him. Also 
attending the meeting were Secretary Skin- 
ner, Governor Sununu [Chief of Staff to the 
President], and General Scowcroft [Assist- 
ant to the President for National Security 
Affairs]. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Mohammed Hosni Mubarak 
of Egypt 

April 3, 1989 


President Bush. Well, it was a special 
pleasure for me to welcome our good 
friend, President Hosni Mubarak, to the 
White House this morning. Our personal re- 
lationship goes back several years, from the 
days we were both Vice Presidents, then 
through my visit to Cairo in 1986, and then 
our most recent meeting in Tokyo in Feb- 
ruary. I am glad for this early opportunity 
to discuss with President Mubarak the vital 
interest of my administration in moving the 
peace process forward. 

Egypt’s pivotal role in the Middle East 
and our strong bilateral partnership remain 
key to achieving that goal. President Mu- 
barak’s visit is particularly timely. For over 





15 years, Egypt has been our partner in the 
peace process, and 10 years ago, Egypt and 
Israel signed their historic treaty of peace. 
Egypt’s continued commitment to expand- 
ing that peace is a source of great encour- 
agement for all of us who seek a compre- 
hensive resolution to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. The reemergence of Egypt as a re- 
spected leader of the Arab world attests to 
President Mubarak’s statesmanship and abil- 
ity, as well as to Egypt’s wisdom in pursuing 
the path of peace. In our discussions, we 
spent a considerable amount of time talking 
about the Middle East peace process. We 
share a sense of urgency to move toward a 
comprehensive settlement through direct 
negotiations. 

Ten years of peace between Egypt and 
Israel demonstrate that peace works, and it 
can work for Israelis and Palestinians as 
well. There’s a need now for creativity, de- 
monstrable commitment and the applica- 
tion of sound principles—creativity in order 
to look again at old problems and then 
devise imaginative ways of solving them; 
commitment to face the challenges and 
risks of making peace rather than throwing 
up our hands and giving up; and adherence 
to sound principles, like the United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. A 
new atmosphere must be created where Is- 
raelis and Arabs feel each other’s willing- 
ness to compromise so that both sides can 
win. Violence can give way to dialog once 
both sides understand that the dialog will 
offer political gain. Egypt and the United 
States share the goals of security for Israel, 
the end of the occupation, and achievement 
of Palestinian political rights. These are the 
promises held out by a sustained commit- 
ment to a negotiated settlement towards 
which a properly structured international 
conference could play a useful role at an 
appropriate time. 

We also had a chance to review some 
important elements of our own bilateral re- 
lationship. They’ve been sealed at the high- 
est levels, these special ties that we have 
with Egypt. They’re forged by the global 
imperatives of peace, stability, and develop- 
ment in the region. They are strong and 
flexible, reaffirmed by every administration, 
and resilient to withstand turbulent times 
for the region and for the world. 

President Mubarak enjoys our full support 
as he implements courageous reform meas- 


Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Apr. 3 


ures to strengthen Egypt’s economy for 
future generations. And under the inspired 
stewardship of President Mubarak, Egypt 
has grown in stature and in strength, and 
we in the United States welcome this devel- 
opment. We are proud of our partnership 
with Egypt, and I look forward to working 
closely with President Mubarak in carrying 
out our common vision of peace, stability, 
and development in the Middle East. 

Mr. President. 

President Mubarak. Once again, I meet 
with my old friend, President Bush, in an 
atmosphere of genuine friendship and 
mutual understanding. I have known the 
President for many years, and I have always 
found him a man of honor and commit- 
ment. His vast experience and profound un- 
derstanding of international problems have 
been skillfully employed for the good of his 
country and the cause of world peace. 

Today we discussed a wide range of issues 
of common concern. Naturally, we focused 
on matters related to the bilateral relations 
and the situation in the Middle East. I’m 
happy to say that we concluded this round 
of talks with a note of optimism and hope. 
We are quite satisfied with the state of U.S.- 
Egyptian cooperation. Our steadily increas- 
ing interaction between our two peoples 
constitutes a cornerstone of the policy of 
our two countries. We are equally deter- 
mined to cement this friendship even fur- 
ther. As President Bush said, our commit- 
ment to the promotion of peace in the 
Middle East is a paramount one that takes 
priority over any other concern. To us, 
peace is not only a cherished ideal but also 
a practical necessity. We believe that the 
area stands at an historic crossroads that is 
certain to affect the future of many genera- 
tions. It’s our sacred duty to exert maxi- 
mum effort in order to widen the scope of 
peace and remove the remaining obstacles 
to a just and a comprehensive settlement. 

The past few months have witnessed sev- 
eral breakthroughs. The PLO [Palestine 
Liberation Organization] has accepted un- 
equivocally the requirements for peace. An 
Arab consensus has emerged in favor of 
peace and reconciliation. The United States 
initiated a dialog with the PLO, thus ena- 
bling itself to communicate directly with all 
parties to the conflict. A majority of the 
Israeli people is shaping up in support of 
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peace. Worldly powers are adopting con- 
structive policies designed to help the par- 
ties reach agreement. In short, the situation 
is right for an active effort more than ever 
before. The United States has contributed 
greatly to the process of bringing about this 
remarkable change. It remains highly quali- 
fied to play a pivotal role during the 
months ahead. 

We found ourselves in agreement on 
most issues at stake. Together, we believe 
that for any settlement to be durable it 
should be a comprehensive one that ad- 
dresses all aspects of the dispute, particular- 
ly the Palestinian problem. That settlement 
should be achieved through direct negotia- 
tions between Israel and all Arab parties 
within the framework of the international 
peace conference. The basis of the negotia- 
tion is Security Council Resolution 242 and 
338: the principle of land for peace, securi- 
ty for all parties concerned, and the realiza- 
tion of the legitimate national rights of the 
Palestinian people. We are both opposed to 
the annexation of the occupied territories as 
firmly as we stand against any irredentist 
claims and vengeful acts. We reject the 
policies that result in the continuation of 
violence and escalation of tension. 

I discussed with President Bush some 
ideas designed to activate the peace process 
and to facilitate starting the negotiations. 
On the other hand, we expressed deep con- 
cern over recent developments in Lebanon 
and agreed to double our efforts in order to 
help the Lebanese people put an end to 
their tragedy and resume their peaceful 
mission. 

Last, but not least, we discussed certain 
African problems. And I was pleased to find 
President Bush aware of the urgent need 
for a concerted action on southern Africa 
and the debt problem. 

Again, I enjoyed the meeting with our 
dear friend, President Bush, today, and I’m 
looking forward to pursuing with him our 
friendly talks tomorrow. Thank you. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 12:10 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House, fol- 
lowing a meeting with President Mubarak 
in the Oval Office. After their remarks, the 


two Presidents attended a pre-game lunch- 
eon, and President Bush threw the first 
pitch of the opening game of the season for 
the Baltimore Orioles in Baltimore, MD. 


Nomination of Alan Charles Raul To 
Be General Counsel of the Department 
of Agriculture 


April 3, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Alan Charles Raul to be 
General Counsel of the Department of Ag- 
riculture. He would succeed Christopher 
Hicks. 

Since 1988 Mr. Raul has been General 
Counsel for the Office of Management and 
Budget in Washington, DC. Prior to this he 
was Associate Counsel to the President at 
the White House, 1986-1988. He was an 
associate with Debevoise & Plimpton in 
New York City and Washington, DC, 1981- 
1986. He has also served as a law clerk to 
the Honorable Malcolm R. Wilkey, U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Colum- 
bia Circuit, 1980-1981. 

Mr. Raul graduated from Harvard Col- 
lege (A.B., 1975), Harvard University’s Ken- 
nedy School of Government (M.P.A., 1977), 
and Yale Law School (J.D., 1980). He was 
born September 9, 1954, in the Bronx, NY. 
Mr. Raul is married to Mary Tinsley Raul, 
and they currently reside in Washington, 
DC. 


Remarks at a Ceremony 
Commemorating the 40th Anniversary 
of the North Atlantic Treaty 


April 4, 1989 


Your Excellencies and fellow citizens, 40 
years ago today, some of the most accom- 
plished and farsighted statesmen of their or 
any other generation—men such as Robert 
Schuman and Lester Pearson, Paul-Henri 
Spaak, Dean Acheson, Ernest Bevin—gath- 
ered here in Washington under the watch- 
ful eye of Harry Truman to take an historic 
step. They signed a solemn declaration of 





collective security, a treaty to safeguard the 
peace and the prosperity of the community 
of free nations. That treaty proved to be the 
foundation of the most successful alliance in 
modern history. And gathered here today 
are many distinguished Americans who as 
officials or Members of Congress or private 
citizens have served the Atlantic communi- 
ty and the ideals that it embodies; and we 
pay tribute to them. 

The North Atlantic Treaty at its signing 
symbolized a bold commitment to safe- 
guard against new dangers the very free- 
doms for which we had fought so hard only 
a few years earlier. Equally, it embodied 
the shared values of our civilization, values 
which have given form to many other his- 
toric political milestones of the postwar 
period, from the U.N. Charter to the Hel- 
sinki process. And while planting firmly the 
banner of freedom, the North Atlantic 
Treaty, because of the strength it mobi- 
lized, became the basis of the longest peace 
matched by an unparalleled prosperity that 
Europe has known. By any standard, NATO 
has been a resounding success. Like any 
human institution, it is continually tested 
and challenged, but we’ve held together. 

And next month, I'll travel to Europe to 
attend the NATO summit in Brussels, as 
well as to visit allied leaders in Rome, Bonn, 
and London. This will be an historic occa- 
sion not only for the anniversary it com- 
memorates but also for the hopeful changes 
it can mark, changes made possible by the 
strength and solidarity of the Atlantic alli- 
ance. 

Today in a changing world, our alliance 
not only keeps the peace and freedom of 
the Atlantic world, it has made possible the 
common effort to build a more constructive 
relationship with the East. Europe is enter- 
ing a period of unprecedented change and 
enormous hope. Without our moral and po- 
litical unity over four decades, this would 
never be happening. 

Our values of freedom and democracy 
turn out to be the most powerful political 
force around the world today, most particu- 
larly in Europe. On this anniversary, I join 
my fellow Americans and citizens of the 15 
other allied countries in saluting what has 
been accomplished. Equally, we salute a 
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bright future and recommit ourselves to the 
shared vision of a Europe undivided in 
which security and peace are assured for all 
the nations of the continent on the basis of 
freedom, true democracy, human rights, 
and the rule of law, fulfilling the dream and 
vision of 40 years ago. 

And now I would like to invite the NATO 
Ambassadors to come forward for a group 
photo, and then I hope we'll all have a 
chance to say hello. Please? 


Note: The President spoke at 11:04 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 


Designation of Joseph E. DeSio as 
Acting General Counsel of the National 
Labor Relations Board 


April 4, 1989 


The President today designated Joseph E. 
DeSio to be Acting General Counsel of the 
National Labor Relations Board. He would 
succeed Rosemary Collyer. 

Since 1972 Mr. DeSio has been Associate 
General Counsel in the Division of Oper- 
ations-Management of the National Labor 
Relations Board in Washington, DC. He has 
served in several capacities for the National 
Labor Relations Board since 1955, including 
Deputy Associate General Counsel in the 
Division of Operations-Management; Assist- 
ant General Counsel of the Time and Per- 
formance Branch; serving in the Division of 
Law, the Appeals Branch, and as a field 
attorney in the Kansas City Regional Office. 
In 1979 Mr. DeSio became a charter 
member of the Senior Executive Service 
and is a recipient of the President’s Merito- 
rious Rank Award for Senior Executives. 

Mr. DeSio graduated from Fordham Uni- 
versity (A.B.), Fordham University Law 
School (L.L.B., 1947), and New York Uni- 
versity Law School (L.L.M., 1955). He was 
born October 11, 1916, in Geneva, NY. He 
has four children and currently resides in 
Springfield, VA. 
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Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
Members of the American Business 
Conference 


April 4, 1989 


The President. Welcome. Thank you for 
the welcome, and welcome to all of you. 
Roger Porter told me he’d had a chance to 
visit with you all, and I’m just delighted to 
be with you again. I think I’ve met three 
times with this group over the last 8 years. 
As far as I’m concerned, at least, every 
meeting has been, for me, helpful, either 
from garnering what’s on your mind from 
the question or, in one or two more kinder 
and gentler meetings, we had a chance to 
visit around a little bit. 

But among the friends—I think many 
friends that I have in this organization—l 
want to single out your former Vice Chair- 
man, now the Secretary of Commerce, Bob 
Mosbacher. And like everyone in this room, 
he knows what it means to take risks, start a 
business, make it grow, and keep competi- 
tive. And I am just delighted that he is here 
in Washington with us, giving up his private 
enterprise, for a while at least, to be Secre- 
tary of Commerce. He’s on the cutting edge 
of our national effort to build a better 
America. And for those of you who were 
with him in this organization—that’s most 
in the room—he’s really doing a superb job. 

To be sitting in this room today, you’ve 
had to keep your earnings at three times 
the growth of the economy, I’m told—three 
times the growth of the economy plus infla- 
tion—a tremendous goal. I hope that last 
category will not make it more difficult for 
you to achieve—{/aughter|—but we can talk 
about that later on. But now we're relying 
on Mosbacher to make that happen not just 
for ABC but for every business in America. 
And so, in a time where the United States 
creates positions of czar—something that es- 
capes me as to why we turn to that nomen- 
clature to solve our problems—we have a 
drug czar—we will anoint Bob Mosbacher 
as the business czar, and then the rest of us 
can all pursue our favorite pastimes. Mine is 
fishing, and you guys can speak for your- 
selves. [Laughter] 

I don’t know—Mike, have you talked to 
this distinguished group yet? 

Dr. Boskin. Tomorrow morning. 
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The President. Tomorrow morning. I see 
Dr. Michael Boskin [Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Economic Advisers] here, and I am 
very proud to have him on our team. He 
and I have a very direct relationship, a per- 
sonal relationship. And he calls them as he 
sees them, as the umpires over in Baltimore 
said yesterday. And he’s very knowledgea- 
ble on how the private sector works. So, he 
combines that knowledge and the gut in- 
stincts that come from that with his enor- 
mously good credentials in academia. And 
so, I think here in ‘this CEA, with him head- 
ing it, we have a sensible approach to eco- 
nomics. And I can just tell you that I al- 
ready have valued the advice and experi- 
ence we're getting from him. And I’m glad 
that tomorrow you can have a give-and- 
take. 

Now, you run these high-growth business- 
es that do represent the most dynamic en- 
trepreneurial segment of our economy. And 
we know better than to try to fix that 
which is not broken. So, this afternoon, let 
me just mention a couple of areas: the eco- 
nomics of enterprise and then the need for 
education reform. 

You know the same lessons that I learned 
as a businessman. You’ve got to have capital 
to grow. And what you don’t need, in my 
view, is higher taxes on the earnings or 
higher taxes on the workers or higher taxes 
on those who invest money in the business- 
es. And right now the Government is 
making too big a claim on America’s capital 
to cover our deficit. And that capital should 
be invested in American businesses. And 
the best way to channel more capital into 
productive investment is not through 
higher taxes. 

And we’re going through a real struggle 
right now: trying to have enacted a budget 
which I sent to the Hill a while back that 
did hold the line on taxes. And it’s tough. 
It’s a difficult negotiation. But I can tell 
you, I have been pleased with the way the 
budget document was received by the Con- 
gress. Nobody jumped up and seconded the 
motion and agreed that it ought to be 
passed exactly as it was presented by me 
and then by Dick Darman. But the re- 
sponse has been good. And I think that sig- 
nifies that the Congress, as well as the exec- 
utive branch, are listening to the American 
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people—people saying we’ve got to do 
something about the deficit. 

So, the answer: spending restraint. And 
again, I would readily tell you that it’s very, 
very difficult. The working paper that you 
released last month was another reminder 
that the deficit ought to be brought under 
control. Accountability in government de- 
mands that we put an end to the spending 
spiral. 

You know, when George Kaufman, that 
famous wit from the Algonquin Round 
Table, was at a party, he heard a self-made 
millionaire boasting to a circle of people, “I 
wish I was born into the world without a 
single penny.” And Kaufman answered, 
“Oh really? When I was born, I owed $12.” 
[Laughter] 

Well, we don’t have to let the deficit play 
a cruel joke on future generations. Next 
year alone, fiscal year 1990—and most of 
you are familiar with this figure—but Fed- 
eral revenues will rise by more than $80 
billion with no tax increase—$80 billion 
more coming into the Government just 
under the existing tax structure. And so, 
what we’re going to do is meet or beat the 
Gramm-Rudman targets. 

Our budget consultations with Congress 
so far have been going well. We’re deter- 
mined to work with the Congress, as I said, 
and we're going to continue to approach 
the matter in one of cooperation. There will 
be some tough, you know, dividing points 
along the way. But I think Dick Darman 
[Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget] would tell you that «o far we’ve 
been pleased. 

To spur greater investment, there is one 
area where we need to bring taxation 
down. And I remain convinced that’ll mean 
more revenues to the Federal Government. 
And this is our proposal to bring down the 
rate on capital gains. We’ve got to get it 
more in line with our trading partners. In 
the budget we’ve proposed, we want to re- 
store the differential to 15 percent on long- 
held assets. 

And I think many of you know, as you 
built your businesses, that you could not 
walk up to a bank and automatically get 
start-up costs. You can’t do that—or at least, 
you couldn’t when I started a small busi- 
ness. Most of you probably raise capital by 


offering people a share of the business, a 
stake in the outcome. 

And cutting the capital gains rate means 
more of that can happen. It'll give business- 
es much more of the capital they need to 
grow, and it'll bring in $4.8 billion—this is 
the estimate now, with no arm-twisting, I 
might add, of the Treasury—this is their 
estimate—that’ll bring in $4.8 billion more 
in tax revenues in 1990. It will in the proc- 
ess—and this is preaching to the choir— 
create new jobs. And that is no tax break 
for the rich. That’s a fair shake for every 
American. And they all come after me, 
saying, This is a tax break for the rich. And 
I’m going back saying, Steiger amendment, 
19—what was it, "78. Worked just the oppo- 
site: It brought in more revenues to the 
Federal Government and created more 
jobs. 

We want to build on the energy and the 
initiative of American business without bur- 
densome mandates that only enforce solu- 
tions of uniform mediocrity. Now, we don’t 
want to limit the flexibility of managers and 
workers, who are trying to find their own 
best solutions. Many are already succeeding, 
as you know. 

The Chamber of Commerce estimates 
suggest that workers are receiving more 
fringe benefits than ever before. Total ben- 
efits in 1987 were up 163 percent in a 
decade. And it is the market in our system. 
It is the market, not government, that is 
responsible for most of this growth. Nearly 
70 percent of growth in benefits is due to 
voluntary action by employers, only 30 per- 
cent mandated government requirements. 
And I want to keep it that way. Our friends 
in Europe have tried mandated benefits, 
and they haven’t had much success. And 
I’ve talked to the political leaders, and I’m 
sure you've talked to many of the business 
leaders. And I expect almost to a person, 
man or woman in business, they agree with 
that. They’re now looking for ways over 
there to free up enterprise American style 
and make it more flexible, not less. And for 
us to go toward mandated benefits would 
be, as Yogi Berra put it, “Like deja vu all 
over again.” [Laughter] 

America is going to be more competitive 
if we continue to resist the temptation to 
heap burdensome mandates on the produc- 
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tive private sector. And so, they go after me 
for an unwillingness to support a wide 
menu of mandated benefits. But I don’t 
think there is anything kinder and gentler 
about rendering businesses noncompetitive 
in world markets, because that will mean 
fewer jobs. And that is the worst thing that 
we need in economic times such as these. 

A hallmark of this administration, I hope, 
will be our focus on the future: the impor- 
tance we attach to making the right kinds 
of investment. There can be no investment 
more urgent than education. And in this, all 
of us have a stake. So, a word about that. 

As labor markets continue to get tighter 
in the coming years, many of you are going 
to be facing shortages of skilled people. 
Some managers are already worried about a 
scarcity of science and engineering gradu- 
ates. And you've all read the surveys that 
show many foreign students outperforming 
our own. Although our best students can 
compete with anyone in the world, the 
challenge we face is to adapt our education- 
al system so that all of our students receive 
the skills they need to share in that prosper- 
ity. 

My administration has made, rhetorically, 
and now wants to make in terms of action, 
education a national priority. Our program 
is based on four principles: Rewards excel- 
lence; helps those most in need; demands 
accountability; and supports greater flexibil- 
ity in choice—parental choice. And tomor- 
row, we're going to send to the Congress 
our education package. We want to reward 
merit schools that make progress in terms 
of raising student achievement and reduc- 
ing drug use and dropout rates. We’re pro- 
moting parental choice and educational 
quality through these magnet schools of ex- 
cellence that some of you are familiar with 
in your own communities. We want to pro- 
vide alternative certification of teachers and 
principals to broaden the pool of talent 
that’s available, President’s awards to out- 
standing teachers, urban emergency grants 
to provide comprehensive help in fighting 
drugs for school districts that are literally 
under siege today, and then a National Sci- 
ence Scholars program for high school sen- 
iors, and additional endowment matching 
grants for these historically black colleges 
and universities which do occupy—I believe 
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we would all agree—a unique and vital po- 
sition in American higher education. 

We're committed to a program of reform 
that will give our young people a solid foun- 
dation for the future. But to make lasting 
improvements, we need to get all of the 
players—administrators, school boards, locat 
business leaders, parents, teachers’ unions— 
around the table working together, and this 
will demand accountability from all of us. 
It’s going to require the best kind of collec- 
tive effort from all directions, but it holds 
the promise of real progress. 

Many of you have been prime movers, 
spending a remarkable amount of your own 
time making good on that promise. More 
than a third of you serve on local school 
boards, public or private, on the board of a 
local college or a university. We talk about 
funds at the Federal level. The Federal 
Government puts up 7 percent of the total 
tab for educational funding, and the total—I 
just came from lunch with Larry Cavazos, 
our Secretary of Education—I believe the 
figure he used, the amount that’s being 
spent on education today, is something like 
$330 billion. 

So, it isn’t necessarily a shortage of funds, 
and that’s what some of these ideas that I’m 
talking about here take into consideration. 
Several of you have established a program 
with a local community college or you’ve 
adopted a school or taught part-time or pro- 
moted science education across a school dis- 
trict. And that is the kind of involvement 
that, while it isn’t always easy, leads to the 
kind of educational reform that lasts. And it 
places you among the thousand points of 
light that I talk about that do spread hope 
and opportunity. We’re not going to whip 
the educational problem in this country by 
everybody running over to the Department 
of Education. It is a thousand points of 
light. It is parents that care and school 
boards and PTA’s and good administrators 
and teachers at the local level. 

And so, I would simply encourage you to 
continue an active role in your communi- 
ties. There isn’t a better answer. By invest- 
ing your time and talents towards the edu- 
cation of our young, you're helping to bring 
about something vital: a fundamental cul- 
tural shift that reasserts the value of learn- 
ing in this country. You’re breathing new 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Apr. 4 


life into an idea that’s always been a testa- 
ment to the American spirit: that doing 
well demands doing good. So, nothing I 
might tell you would say it better than your 
own mission statement, which says ABC ex- 
ecutives “believe their own business success 
carries with it a responsibility to help 
expand economic opportunity throughout 
the economy.” As leaders not only in busi- 
ness but all across the board in every sector 
of our society, you know that the national 
interest requires us to invest in the future. 
Education is the best investment we can 
make if we really want to build a better 
America. And I want to do my part in all of 
that. 

Thank you all for coming, and I’d be glad 
to take a few questions. Who is first? 


Opening Game of the Baltimore Orioles 


Q. Mr. President, Reg Johnson [Charles R. 
(Red) Scott, president and chief executive 
officer of Intermark, Inc.], southern Califor- 
nia. 

The President. Yes, sir? 

Q. Was that pitch a curve, or wasn’t it 
yesterday? 

The President. That pitch—you mean at 
the Baltimore game? [Laughter] I got into 
the locker room and warmed up with 
Mickey Nettleton [Tettleton], the catcher. 
Sixty-four—your old arm gradually got a 
little looser. But it was high and outside. 
But here’s my problem. [Laughter] He 
stepped in front of the plate before it could 
break down across the inside. That’s my 
side of it, and I’m going to stick with it. 

I'll tell you, there’s a little Walter Mitty in 
me, and I’ve always loved sports. Walk out 
there, and you’re always wondering about 
getting booed when—any politician that 
goes to a ballgame. I don’t want to get di- 
verted here, but Reggie asked a good ques- 
tion. So, last year, I go to the All Star Game 
in Cincinnati. And we’re in the middle of 
the campaign—saying, This is suicide, man, 
what are you doing going out here? You 
know you're going to get booed. So, right 
there as I was about to walk out, I saw two 
little leaguers—one 11-year-old kid, big, tall 
guy, you know, and a little 8-year-old 
blonde girl. And I said, “Who are these?” 
And they said, “Well, these are the little 
leaguers. They’re going out first.” So, I got 
with them, and I said, “You guys nervous?” 


[Laughter] And I said, “Well, why don’t we 
all walk out together?” [Laughter] There 
wasn’t a boo in the house. [Laughter] It 
worked. 

Okay. Sir? 


Minimum and Training Wages 


Q. Mr. President, do you believe the 
training wage proposal will pass? 

The President. For the first time, the 
training wage—well, I refer to it also as a 
differential—is getting strong support on 
both sides of the aisle. The problem I face 
as President is that I went up with a 6- 
months training wage and a $4.25 mini- 
mum wage. And we’ve talked about it, Mi- 
chael Boskin and I and Roger Porter and 
others, and we wrestled with the economics 
of it. And we figured this is the best offer. 
And so, unlike the normal trading that goes 
on here, we said, Let’s—and our Secretary 
of Labor wanted us to do it this way, too— 
Liddy Dole, a very able woman—let’s go 
with our best shot, and let’s make very 
clear in the testimony that that is our best 
shot. Now, what we saw in the Congress 
was a pretty good bipartisan support for our 
proposal—not enough to get it through, but 
I’ve got to hold the line on the grounds of 
economics, on the grounds of making 
people understand that I was serious about 
that being the best offer. 

And so, I think that if I do what I’ve just 
told you I will do—that there is a good 
chance to get a differential with a reasona- 
ble increase on the minimum wage. But I 
talked here about—I don’t want to see a 
proliferation of new mandated benefits. 
This is a—you might say mandated, but I 
think we’ve got to be very concerned about 
the inflationary aspects. I think we have to 
be concerned about the counter-job aspects 
in some of these low-paying, labor-intensive 
businesses, particularly in the service sector. 

And I think our proposal would make a 
necessary adjustment, but having the mini- 
mum wage would lessen the likelihood of 
more unemployment. So, I hope it works. I 
know we're going to have to go through 
some kind of a disagreement with Congress, 
because the House has passed a bill that 
frankly is unacceptable to me. But at least 
we told them the truth ahead of time: 
Look, we can’t go with that. 
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Relations With Congress 


Q. Mr. President, it’s been suggested by 
some of our meetings with Members of 
Congress that a far greater use of the Presi- 
dential veto might be exercised, particularly 
when spending plans are proposed that ob- 
viously are going to not meet either 
Gramm-Rudman or your own targets. Like, 
as I understand it, President Reagan only 
vetoed 5 bills out of 170 in 8 years. 

The President. I'm not sure that’s cor- 
rect—the numbers. I do know that—as a 
member of the previous administration, a 
proud member—that part of the problem 
was the size of the bill that comes down 
here. The one that comes to mind that he 
did veto was the defense appropriations bill. 
And there were all kinds of statements of 
concern that that would unravel the mili- 
tary and all of that. And it didn’t; the Con- 
gress went back and made an adjustment. 

So, we do not control—my party—either 
side of the Congress. And I think there will 
be times when we have to say, Look, this is 
what I believe, and then rally our third to 
defend the President’s position, and then go 
back. 

I was using some rhetoric that was kinder 
and gentler than veto when I described my 
standing on the minimum wage just a 
minute—but let the Congress not misunder- 
stand my determination. And this one will 
be one where we have said, This is what we 
can do. And I, with respect, would recog- 
nize the position of other Members of Con- 
gress on it, but I’ve got to stay with this. 
And I'm going to stay with it. And I hope 
it'll send the kind of signal that will have an 
ameliorating effect on other pieces of legis- 
lation. 

I'll tell you, there is an ingredient out 
there today that’s quite different. There’s a 
recognition on the part of Members—both 
sides of the aisle—that the deficit really has 
to be brought down and that some of the 
programs—we’'re going to have to constrain 
the spending growth. 

Now, I was in Congress 20 years ago, and 
I really see a different mood on the Hill. 
And the Secretary—again, the Secretary of 
Education and I had lunch—we talked 
about the propensity of Congress to add, 
you know—if you’re for education, you pro- 
pose $1 billion; if you’re really for educa- 
tion, make it $2 billion; you’re for clean 
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water, where you propose $11 billion, make 
it $12 billion. I mean, there’s a tendency 
now on both sides to recognize we cannot 
go down that road. I will have to do some 
of what you suggest, I know, because 
they’re not going to, obviously, want to do 
it just exactly my way. But if we demon- 
strate a fairness, in some areas, a place for 
compromise—but when there is no room 
for compromise, be very frank about it, and 
be up front about it. I hope that we can get 
along together. But it’s going to take doing 
some of what you talked about here. 


The President’s Agenda 


Q. Mr. President, is there any chance that 
your administration might lead the way to- 
wards a tax on consumerism rather than 
taxes on savings, such as a value-added tax 
or something of that type? 

The President. Well, I don’t want to even 
discuss the tax on consumerism. There’s a 
wide array of suggestions been made, in- 
cluding a horrendously prolific value-added 
tax, which kind of is painless at first, and 
then you wake up and realize that you’ve 
increased the cost of a lot of goods out 
there. You have the suggestion that people 
put a fuel tax on, or an import tax on oil 
coming into this country. But I really don’t 
believe we should do that. 

I have got to get this 1990 budget down 
without increasing taxes. There’s a lot at 
stake. I think, in fairness, most Members of 
Congress, whether they agree with me or 
not, recognize that; and thus they'll under- 
stand my fighting for a budget that does not 
include a consumer tax. If you wanted to 
have a philosophical—or a tax on invest- 
ment-saving capital or anything else—if you 
want to have a philosophical discussion, I 
take your point, because I think it is impor- 
tant that if you presented me a hypothe- 
sis—you’ve got to do that, or you’ve got to 
do that—and I would accept it and under- 
stand the political risk I'd be involved if I 
showed any flexibility at all in even discuss- 
ing it. [Laughter] I would have to say that 
you make a very valid point in your ques- 
tion, because as I tried to indicate in my 
remarks, it’s job creation—and that is sub- 
traction of capital—that is really the best 
antidote to poverty. The best poverty pro- 
gram is a job in the private sector, where a 





family can hold their heads up with a cer- 
tain dignity. 

And so, I have got—and that’s why when 
these mandated benefits come down here 
they have good titles on them, they have 
things we’re concerned about: parental 
leave or child care, whatever it is. And I’m 
sympathetic with many of the objectives. 
But as I weigh them, I have a responsibility 

say what kind of an effect are they going 
to have on this best antidote to poverty, 
and that’s a job. And so, we’ve got to resist 
some of the call for these good things that 
have good titles if they undermine the fun- 
damental thing, which is our ability to 
create jobs. So, I will keep trying, keep that 
philosophy in mind, as we try to answer 
these pressing social problems. 

One word on child care, and then I 
promise to go peacefully, Bobbie [Bobbie G. 
Kilberg, Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison]. [Laughter] But you 
know, business and religious groups and 
family groupings and communities have 
started moving pretty actively into the 
child-care business. And you have a differ- 
ent family structure now. You have many 
two-parent work force people there—hus- 
band and wife at work. And so, I recognize 
this, and I recognize the demand for child 
care. But as we formulated our policy, we 
wanted to get something that would fit 
within the budget, but we wanted to get 
something that would not rule out the di- 
verse answers that I mentioned in the be- 
ginning: crowd businesses out because they 
had to turn to highly regulated, centralized 
child-care centers. Say to a religious group, 
You can’t do this any more; that violates the 
ABC child care act. Say to a cluster of par- 
ents in a neighborhood that alternate taking 
care of the kids, You can’t do any of that 
because you’re not subject to our regula- 
tion. And so, what I want to do on some- 
thing—a mandated benefit of this nature, if 
you will, is keep it as flexible as possible, 
preserve parental choice, and recognize this 
genius of diversity that is our American 
way. 

And it’s not just child care; there’s a 
whole array of other mandated benefits that 
are coming down the pike that we have to 
address ourselves to. Some we just say, 
Look, we can’t do it; we can’t afford that. 
And others we’re going to have to say, 
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Well, we can do a little here, but it’s got to 
preserve this diversity, and it’s got to 
strengthen family. I am tremendously con- 
cerned about the erosion of the family unit 
in this day and age. And when you look at 
some of the troubles we have on dropouts 
or look at some of the troubles we have in 
keeping our kids out of the grips of these 
crack pushers, you really have to go right 
back to the fundamentals in terms of the 
family unit. 

And you know, people say, Well, you’re 
privileged; you’re blessed in that area. I am. 
And so, I can’t profess to know what it is 
just from firsthand experience in the inner 
city, when a family is divided and there’s 
only one parent. But whatever we do at the 
Government level has got to see that we 
don’t diminish family units and, frankly, 
find a way to strengthen them. And that’s 
why this concept of parental choice, I think, 
is absolutely essential, that it be woven into 
everything we do, wherever possible. 

Listen, thank you all very much. Didn’t 
mean to end with a sermon, but thanks a 
lot for coming. 


Note: the President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his opening remarks, he re- 
ferred to Roger B. Porter, Assistant to the 
President for Economic and Domestic 
Policy. The President also referred to the 
Algonquin Round Table, an informal liter- 
ary circle that met at the Algonquin Hotel 
in New York City. 


Nomination of Delos Cy Jamison To 
Be Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management 


April 4, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Delos Cy Jamison to be 
Director of the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment at the Department of the Interior. He 
would succeed Robert F. Burford. 

Since 1985 Mr. Jamison has been a legis- 
lative adviser on National Parks and Public 
Lands Subcommittee for the Committee on 
Interior and Insular Affairs for the USS. 
House of Representatives. Prior to this he 
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was district field director for Congressman 
Ron Marlenee from Montana. He has been 
a House liaison for the Secretary of the In- 
terior, 1983-1984, and a Republican con- 
sultant on the Oversight and Investigations 
Subcommittee for the Committee on Interi- 
or and Insular Affairs for the U.S. House of 
Representatives, 1981-1983. He was a legis- 
lative affairs specialist for the Montana State 
Office for the Bureau of Land Management 
in Billings, MT, 1980-1981. 

Mr. Jamison graduated from Eastern 
Montana College (B.S., 1971). He was born 
April 12, 1949, in Billings, MT, and current- 
ly resides in Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Richard Schmalensee To 
Be a Member of the Council of 
Economic Advisers 


April 4, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Richard Schmalensee to 
be a member of the Council of Economic 
Advisers. He would succeed Thomas Gale 
Moore. 

Since 1967 Dr. Schmalensee has served in 
various capacities at the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, including Gordon Y. 
Billard professor of economics and manage- 
ment, 1988 to present; professor, depart- 
ment of economics, 1986 to present; profes- 
sor, school of management, 1979 to present; 
associate professor, school of management, 
1977-1979; assistant professor, school of 
management, 1970; and an_ instructor, 
school of management, 1967-1969. Prior to 
this he was with the University of California 
at San: Diego as an associate professor, de- 
partment of economics, 1974-1977, and as- 
sistant professor, department of economics, 
1970-1974. He also served on the Presi- 
dent’s Council of Economic Advisers as a 
junior economist, 1967. 

Dr. Schmalensee graduated from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (S.B., 
1965; Ph.D., 1970). Dr. Schmalensee resides 
in Brookline, MA. 
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Nomination of Thomas Michael 
Tolliver Niles To Be United States 
Representative to the European 
Communities 


April 4, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Thomas Michael Tolliver 
Niles to be the Representative of the 
United States of America to the European 
Communities with the rank and status of 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary. He would succeed Alfred Hugh 
Kingon. 

Since 1985 Ambassador Niles has been 
the United States Ambassador to Canada. 
Prior to this he was Deputy Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for European and Canadian 
Affairs, 1981-1985. He was Director for 
Central European Affairs, 1979-1981, and 
served in the United Nations Office for 
International Organizations at the Depart- 
ment of State, 1977-1979. From 1976 to 
1977, Ambassador Niles was a student at 
the National War College. He was director 
of commercial affairs in Moscow, 1973- 
1976; a political officer for the U.S. mission 
to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) in Brussels, 1971-1973; and an eco- 
nomic officer in Moscow, 1968-1971. He 
also served at the U.S. Embassy in Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, 1963-1965. 

Ambassador Niles graduated from Har- 
vard University (B.A., 1960) and the Univer- 
sity of Kentucky (M.A., 1962). He was born 
September 22, 1939, in Lexington, KY. He 
is married, has two children, and resides in 
Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Melvyn Levitsky To Be 
an Assistant Secretary of State 


April 4, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Melvyn Levitsky to be As- 
sistant Secretary of State for International 
Narcotics Matters. He would succeed Ann 
Barbara Wrobleski. 

Since 1987 Ambassador Levitsky has been 
Executive Secretary and Special Assistant to 





the Secretary at the Department of State in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this he was US. 
Ambassador to Bulgaria, 1984-1987. He has 
been Deputy Director for the Voice of 
America, 1983-1984. Ambassador Levitsky 
was Deputy Assistant Secretary for Human 
Rights and Humanitarian Affairs at the De- 
partment of State, 1982-1983; Director of 
the Office of U.N. Political Affairs, 1980- 
1982; and Deputy Director, 1978-1980. He 
was an officer-in-charge for bilateral rela- 
tions in the Office of Soviet Union Affairs, 
1975-1978, and a political officer in the U.S. 
Embassy in Moscow, 1972-1975. He en- 
tered the Foreign Service in 1963 and has 
served in Germany and Brazil. Ambassador 
Levitsky also received the Presidential Mer- 
itorious Service Award in 1986. 

Ambassador Levitsky graduated from the 
University of Michigan (B.A., 1960) and the 
State University of Iowa (M.A., 1963). He 
was born March 19, 1938, in Sioux City, IA. 
He is married and has three children. 


Nomination of Catalina Vasquez 
Villalpando To Be Treasurer of the 
United States 


April 4, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Catalina Vasquez Villal- 
pando to be Treasurer of the United States. 
She would succeed Katherine D. Ortega. 

Since 1985 Ms. Villalpando has been a 
senior vice president and partner of Com- 
munications International, Inc., in Washing- 
ton, DC. She is currently national chairman 
for the Republican National Hispanic As- 
sembly and has served in this capacity since 
1987. Prior to this Ms. Villalpando served as 
Special Assistant to the President for Public 
Liaison at the White House, 1983-1985. She 
was the voter groups coordinator for the 
Republican Party of Texas, 1981-1983; Staff 
Assistant in the White House Office of Pres- 
idential Personnel, 1980-1981; and vice 
president of Mid-South Oil Co., 1979-1980. 

Ms. Villalpando was born April 1, 1940, in 
San Marcos, TX. She currently resides in 
Washington, DC. 
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Toasts at a Dinner Honoring President 
Mohammed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt 


April 4, 1989 


President Bush. Ladies and gentlemen, it 
is an honor to welcome the President and 
First Lady of the Arab Republic of Egypt to 
the United States. And it’s a pleasure for me 
to greet an old friend and colleague as one 
of my first visitors to the White House and 
to this, our first dinner in the State Dining 
Room. 

These last 2 days have been productive, a 
time for seeking common ground in ap- 
proaching the peace process, as well as a 
good time to discuss the bilateral issues. 
We’ve also shared some insights into each 
other’s cultures, including the most Ameri- 
can of pastimes, baseball. [Laughter] And 
my dear friend, President Mubarak, there’s 
a great philsopher in baseball, a great base- 
ball player named Yogi Berra. [Laughter] 
And Yogi Berra once said, “You can observe 
a lot by just watching.” [Laughter] And, Mr. 
President, baseball is a game in which co- 
ordinated effort, patience, and a spirit of 
teamwork provide the winning edge—in a 
phrase, the spirit of teamwork. 

And you and I share a special bond. Both 
of us have been tested as seconds-in-com- 
mand. Both of us have assumed the Presi- 
dency at a time when we are challenged to 
fulfill the promise of past diplomacy. 

In fact, there have been favorable devel- 
opments since your last visit to the United 
States, just 15 months ago. In Afghanistan, 
10 years of foreign occupation have been 
swept away by a brave people. The cease- 
fire between Iran and Iraq is a first step 
towards lasting peace. And we have recent- 
ly seen an enhanced and well-deserved rec- 
ognition of Egypt’s leadership role in the 
Arab world, a role that has been enhanced 
by your perseverance and your commit- 
ment to peace. And as I said yesterday, we 
must work to create a new atmosphere 
where Palestinians and Israelis put aside vi- 
olence in favor of words. A dialog for peace 
is the best way to establish Israeli security 
and give the Palestinians their legitimate 
political rights. 

Mr. President, just 1 week ago we ob- 
served the 10th anniversary of Egypt’s his- 
toric peace treaty with Israel. And our task 
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today is to extend that peace to all the na- 
tions in the Middle East. Such an undertak- 
ing will require great patience and im- 
mense trust. But I firmly believe that peace 
will prevail if we continue to work with a 
common purpose, in the spirit of teamwork. 
The United States, I assure you, remains 
willing to help in this important quest. 

Mr. President and Mrs. Mubarak, your 
beautiful Suzanne, I raise my glass in your 
honor, proud of your friendship, thankful 
for your leadership. And God bless you, and 
God bless the peoples of America and 
Egypt. 

President Mubarak. Mr. President, Mrs. 
Bush, dear friends. Let me first express my 
sincere appreciation for the warm and the 
friendly reception which we received since 
we came to your lovely capital, Washington. 

My meeting yesterday with you, Mr. 
President, has a special significance, for it is 
a beginning of a new era in our friendship 
and cooperation over the years. Over the 
years, and in the different roles you assume, 
Mr. President, you have been a great friend 
of Egypt and an active participant in the 
shaping of the Middle East future. Your 
thoughtful gesture of inviting me to meet 
with you here in Washington at this early 
stage after we had met only a few weeks 
ago in Tokyo did not go unnoticed. As we 
met with you yesterday, and with your able 
assistance, we look to the future with great 
optimism. Your deep knowledge of the 
region and your keen interest in promoting 
peace assure us of a better and safer future 
for the whole area. 

The American people have chosen you as 
the torch bearer at a unique and historical 
junction. The whole world is yearning for 
an easing of tensions. People in all four cor- 
ners of the world are seeking a just resolu- 
tion to disputes and termination of all wars. 
They want to be better equipped to cope 
with the awesome challenge they confront 
today and tomorrow. Issues like 
underdevelopment and environment re- 
quire urgent remedies. 

Your pledge to make this great land a 
kinder and gentler nation will certainly 
contribute to making the whole world a 
kinder and gentler place for our children 
and the generations to come. We appreci- 
ate your role and the role of the American 
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people as partners in peace and develop- 
ment in the area. 

A few days ago, we celebrated, as you 
mentioned, Mr. President, the 10th anni- 
versary of the peace treaty which was 
signed here in Washington. That event co- 
incides with the successful conclusion of the 
Taba dispute with your help and assistance. 
These events constitute a living testimony 
to the validity of the premises that nations 
can solve all their differences throughout 
negotiations and other peaceful means. On 
the other hand, they represent a tribute to 
the American role as a peacemaker and 
conciliator. 

Over the last two decades, four distin- 
guished Americans, namely former Presi- 
dents Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jimmy 
Carter, and Ronald Reagan—and their as- 
sistance played a pivotal role in order to 
help the parties of the Middle East conflict 
achieve peace. We are grateful to these 
men and to every American for their genu- 
ine concern and moral commitment. Today 
President Bush has already begun to put 
the mark on the peace process, only a few 
weeks after he had assumed office. We have 
full faith in President Bush, his sense of 
fairness and sound judgment. Your leader- 
ship, Mr. President, and your commitment 
as an active partner in the peace process 
reinforce hope in the heart of every Arab 
and Israeli who yearn for peace. No one is 
better equipped than yourself, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to influence the course of events in 
this troubled region. 

Egypt is ready to work hand in hand with 
you in the pursuit of that worthy goal. With 
your knowledge and vision, we can develop 
all our friendship to a higher plateau of 
shared views and the common interests. 
Above all, we share a vision of a Middle 
East where all countries and people coexist 
in harmony and cooperate as good neigh- 
bors, ushering in a new era in which the 
enemies of yesterday become partners in 
the pursuit of peace and prosperity. 

Mr. President, our bilateral relations and 
friendship have been growing over the 
years, as we talked yesterday about the con- 
solidation of our cooperation in all fields. I 
am glad to state that our relations have 
never been better and that our cooperation 
is proceeding steadily and very smoothly. 
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We value your cooperation, especially at a 
time when we are exerting great efforts in 
order to achieve both economic reform and 
growth. Our cooperation in various eco- 
nomic fields is essential for achieving our 
goal of improving our economic perform- 
ances and enhancing productivity. 

In our discussions yesterday, Mr. Presi- 
dent, as in our previous meetings in Wash- 
ington, Cairo, and elsewhere, I have sensed 
the depth of your sentiments towards the 
friendship that binds our two countries. We 
in Egypt share those feelings. We are both 
nations that attach a great value to friend- 
ship and loyalty to our friends. Together, 
we have an opportunity to make the Middle 
East a much safer and more stable place, to 
the benefit of all its people and that of the 
entire world. 

Let me, Mr. President, extend my invita- 
tion to you and to Mrs. Bush to visit Egypt 
when you find it convenient and at a suita- 
ble time for you, Mr. President and Mrs. 
Bush. We share with you a great vision of 
the future for a better and safer world 
which is within our grasp. We count on 
your partnership and on your leadership to 
sail together to that bright destination. 

In conclusion, permit me to ask you, 
ladies and gentlemen, to raise in tribute to 
President and Mrs. Bush, who are leading 
this great nation in a new era of hope and 
dynamism, in tribute to all friends present 
here, and in tribute to each American on 
this land, and in tribute for the good friend- 
ship between the United States of America 
and Egypt. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 9:35 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
In his toast, he referred to President Mubar- 
ak’s wife, Suzanne. 


Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
for the National Teacher of the Year 
Award 


April 5, 1989 


Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, Gover- 
nor, distinguished Members of the Con- 
gress. Well, it is my pleasure to welcome so 
many distinguished guests here to the 


White House, to honor a teacher who epito- 
mizes excellence in education. 

What goes on in the schools is important 
to me, and I like to get out of the office and 
talk with the kids whenever the chance 
presents itself. Last week I was over here in 
James Madison High in Vienna, Virginia, 
and had lunch in the cafeteria there. I 
found the students interested and well-in- 
formed, the teachers engaged and energet- 
ic, but the pizza—{laughter]. Enough said. 

But to the business at hand. The 1989 
National Teacher of the Year has made the 
journey to Washington from Bethel High 
School in Hampton, Virginia, many times 
before to give her social studies students a 
firsthand look at how government really 
works. But in a more important respect, the 
journey for this year’s winner, Mary Bicou- 
varis, began almost 30 years ago and 5,000 
miles away. Mary, or Mrs. Bic, as her stu- 
dents call her—and I will, too—was born in 
Greece, came to the United States as a col- 
lege student, and then chose to stay. Ms. 
Bic was inspiring good citizenship in her 
students before she herself was an Ameri- 
can citizen. And her secret is using the real 
world as her classroom: getting her students 
involved in programs like the model U.N. 
and in political campaigns and bringing 
people involved in politics in to speak to 
her students. 

And so, now I’d like to ask Barbara to 
bring Mrs. Bic up here and present this 
award. Congratulations. 


[At this point, Mrs. Bicouvaris was present- 
ed with a crystal apple.] 


And now let me just take this opportuni- 
ty, with so many distinguished educators, 
and Governors, Members of Congress 
present, to lay out a plan for what we on 
the Federal level can do to improve our 
nation’s schools. 

Six years ago this month, this report that 
all of us remember, “A Nation At Risk,” was 
first published, and America awakened to 
the crying need for fundamental change in 
our educational system. We’re at a point 
today where there’s an emerging consensus 
on education reform and an energy of pur- 
pose to take up the challenge. The stakes 
could hardly be higher. Today’s first graders 
will be high school graduates in the year 
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2000, a generation on the threshold of a 
new century. And so, we ask ourselves what 
can we do today to build accountability into 
our education system to make sure we don’t 
pass the problem kid who need extra help 
up through the system, out of the schools 
and then into the society without the skills 
that they need? What can we do to make 
sure our children stay in school, graduate, 
and get that diploma instead of dropping 
out and falling into a cycle of chronic job- 
lessness? 

I had lunch yesterday with Secretary [of 
Education] Cavazos and talked about some 
of the problems in the severely disadvan- 
taged areas and some on reservations and 
others where the dropout rates are simply 
intolerable. What can we do to make sure 
America has the additional 400,000 scien- 
tists and—the National Science Foundation 
say that we’re going to need by the year 
2000? What can we do to guarantee that 
graduates in the year 2000 have the skills 
and knowledge to make this nation com- 
petitive in the global marketplace? And all 
of these are good questions. And then 
there’s the one I often hear when education 
is the issue and budget constraints becloud 
everything on the horizon. And the ques- 
tion is: Well, what are you going to do 
about it? A fair question. We’re going to 
take action to make excellence in education 
not just a rallying cry but a classroom reali- 
ty. And we can start by rewarding what 
works. We can help those most in need. We 
can promote choice and flexibility for par- 
ents and school administrators. And we can 
raise expectations and hold ourselves ac- 
countable for the results. 

These four simple ideas—rewarding ex- 
cellence, helping those in need, choice and 
flexibility, and accountability—are at the 
heart of the legislation that I’m sending to 
the Congress today: Educational Excellence 
Act of 1989. And I want to take a moment 
to detail this seven-point plan. 

First, merit schools—if our aim is excel- 
lence in education, we’ve got to single out 
excellence and reward it, whether that 
means raising test scores, lowering that 
dropout rate, or making progress of another 
kind. My merit school proposal will provide 
cash awards to schools with a proven formu- 
la for success and serve as a powerful incen- 
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tive to encourage other schools to follow 
their lead. 

Second, merit awards for our top teach- 
ers—I’m asking Congress to fund a Presi- 
dent’s Award for Excellence in Education, 
to recognize first-rate teachers in every 
State and reward them for a job well done. 

Third, science scholarships for our best 
high school seniors—these awards will go to 
570 of the best young scientific minds, at 
least one from every congressional district 
across the country. National science scholars 
will receive up to $10,000 a year for 4 
years, to be used at the schools of their 
choice. 

Encouraging excellence means more than 
rewarding successful schools and teachers 
and students: It means introducing into our 
educational system elements of flexibility, 
choice, and competition that will help pro- 
mote quality education. And that’s the idea 
behind the next two initiatives: magnet 
schools and alternative certification for 
teachers. 

Magnet schools are an important instru- 
ment of choice, a means of promoting 
healthy competition to attract students and 
create an incentive for educational innova- 
tion. My initiative calls for $100 million a 
year for each of the next 4 years to help 
with magnet school start-up or the expan- 
sion costs. 

Alternative certification is a way to 
expand the pool of talented teachers and 
administrators. Not all people who can 
teach are teachers by training. Whether 
you're an acclaimed author like Alex Haley 
or John Updike, who aren’t certified to 
teach the literature courses in which their 
books are read, or a businessman from 
Odessa, Texas, anxious to go into the class- 
room to share what you know, our schools 
ought to offer that opportunity. And that’s 
why my education package includes $25 
million to fund State efforts to encourage 
more flexible certification systems for teach- 
ers and principals. 

Above all, our children deserve a chance 
to learn, especially the least advantaged 
among us. And the final two initiatives, 
then, are aimed at securing that change for 
children in schools plagued by the drug 
problem and for college-age minority youth. 





Drug-free schools—now, this initiative in- 
volves funding urban emergency grants to 
help our hardest hit school districts rid 
themselves of drugs. The plain fact is: Kids 
can’t succeed in the classroom if there’s 
drug dealing in the corridors. Our aim must 
be to get the drugs out, get back to basics, 
and let students and teachers get down to 
the business in an environment where 
learning can take place. 

And the last and not the least of initia- 
tives is expanded Federal help to these his- 
torically black colleges and universities in 
the form of matching grants to build the 
endowments at these vital institutions, en- 
dowments that are lagging far behind many 
other schools. Historically black schools 
have served as an avenue of opportunity for 
millions of young men and women, and 
they do deserve Federal help. 

Each of these seven initiatives are going 
to make a difference. Let me just mention 
quickly three more efforts: one, Head Start 
program for disadvantaged preschool chil- 
dren; the tax-free college savings bond pro- 
gram to help our low- and middle-income 
families cope with the costs of sending a 
child to college; and the reauthorization of 
the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Education 
Act. 

The budget I introduced a couple of 
months ago calls for a $250 million increase 
to expand Head Start so that more children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds enter 
school ready to learn. I’m pleased to say 
that the House has moved very swiftly to 
approve the increase. The college savings 
bond plan that I called for over a year and 
a half ago is already on the books, and that’s 
a tribute to the foresight of many of the 
Members of Congress that are here today. 
And the legislation we will soon propose for 
voc-ed, for vocational education, will ad- 
vance the principles of accountability and 
flexibility and excellence. Good work was 
done in the 100th Congress. The 101st can 
build on that work and advance education 
reform another step. 

These education initiatives don’t consti- 
tute a cure-all, a quick fix for whatever ails 
our education system. Real reform, lasting 
improvement, occurs one step at a time, 
one student at a time. 

And I don’t have to tell you about the 
current Federal budget situation. Money is 
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tight. And we wish that more funds were 
available to spend on all levels of education. 
I’m one who recognizes the Federal role 
and, I think, got it properly in my mind 
that the States and local governments and 
private institutions across the country bear 
the significant responsibility. But the Feder- 
al Government has a role. It’s important 
that we measure our success, though, not 
simply by the resources that we put into 
the effort but by the kind of students that 
our schools turn out. For our schools, that’s 
the only test that counts. 

I’ve said before that education is long- 
term planning at its best. And we'll see the 
payoff from the work we do in schools 
today years from now. But there are few 
tasks that demand more urgent attention 
than the education of our kids. 

Let me share a story with you, a story 
about two ways to look at the future, told 
by the French. The master of a house was 
planning his garden and told his gardener 
to plant a certain kind of tree. And the 
gardener objected. And he explained that 
the tree was slow-growing and would take 
100 years to reach its full growth. It’s the 
master’s response that I find interesting. “In 
that case,” he said, “there’s no time to lose. 
Plant it this afternoon.” [Laughter] 

And that’s why I really do believe that’s 
the way we ought to look at education. As 
the teachers here today know, the work you 
do, the seeds you plant, bear fruit across a 
lifetime. And there’s no time to lose in 
shaping the next generation and no better 
time to begin than today. And so, we’re 
taking a step forward, and I ask all of you to 
work with me to advance excellence in 
education in every possible way. 

Secretary Cavazos, why don’t you, if you 
would, sir, bring Senator Kassebaum and 
Congressman Goodling, and our distin- 
guished Governors up here. And Mrs. Bic, if 
you'll join us, too. And we will sign this, and 
then I'll have a chance to say hello. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:41 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Governors Thomas 
H. Kean of New Jersey, Michael N. Castle of 
Delaware, Rudy Perpich of Minnesota, and 
Gerald L. Baliles of Virginia. At the close 
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of his remarks, the President signed the 
message transmitting his legislative propos- 
al to the Congress. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Educational Excellence Act of 1989 


April 5, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit today for your 
immediate consideration and enactment the 
“Educational Excellence Act of 1989,” a bill 
to provide incentives to attain a better-edu- 
cated America. I believe that greater educa- 
tional achievement promotes sustained eco- 
nomic growth, enhances the Nation’s com- 
petitive position in world markets, increases 
productivity, and leads to higher incomes 
for everyone. The Nation must invest in its 
young people, giving them the knowledge, 
skills, and values to live productive lives. 
The “Educational Excellence Act of 1989” 
would move us toward this goal. 

The initiatives included in this bill 
embody four principles central to my Ad- 
ministration’s policies on education and es- 
sential for further education reform. These 
principles are: 


1) Recognition of excellence. Excellence 
and achievement in education should be 
recognized and rewarded. 

2) Addressing need. Federal dollars 
should be targeted to help those most in 
need. 

3) Flexibility and choice. Greater flexibil- 
ity and choice in education—both for par- 
ents in selecting schools for their children 
and local school systems’ choice of teachers 
and principals—are essential. 

4) Accountability. 1 support educational 
accountability, and toward this end, I am 
committed to measuring and rewarding 
progress toward quality education. 


This legislation builds on the accomplish- 
ments of the last Congress, which enacted 
into law the Augustus F. Hawkins-Robert T. 
Stafford Elementary and Secondary School 
Improvement Amendments of 1988. That 
law took significant steps toward improving 
elementary and secondary education by im- 
proving program accountability, reauthoriz- 
ing the magnet school program and expand- 
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ing parental choice, providing greater flexi- 
bility to local school districts in the imple- 
mentation of bilingual education programs, 
enhancing parental involvement in pro- 
grams for disadvantaged children, and stim- 
ulating education innovation and reform. 
My proposals have distinct differences from 
current law, but complement in numerous 
ways the important work of the 100th Con- 
gress in pursuing educational excellence. 

The Educational Excellence Act of 1989 
includes seven specific legislative initiatives 
aimed at fulfilling these important princi- 
ples: 


(1) The Presidential Merit Schools pro- 
gram would reward public and private ele- 
mentary and secondary schools that have 
made substantial progress in raising stu- 
dents’ educational achievement, creating a 
safe and drug-free school environment, and 
reducing the dropout rate. This program 
would provide a powerful incentive for all 
schools to improve their educational per- 
formance. 

(2) A new Magnet Schools of Excellence 
program would support the establishment, 
expansion, or enhancement of magnet 
schools, without regard to the presence of 
desegregation plans in applicant districts. 
Magnet schools have been highly successful 
at increasing parental choice and improving 
educational quality. 

(3) The Alternative Certification of 
Teachers and Principals program would 
assist States interested in broadening the 
pool of talent from which to recruit teach- 
ers and principals. Funds would assist States 
to develop and implement, or expand and 
improve, flexible certification systems, so 
that talented professionals who have dem- 
onstrated their subject area competence or 
leadership qualities in fields outside educa- 
tion might be drawn into education. 

(4) President’s Awards for Excellence in 
Education would be given to teachers in 
every State who meet the highest standards 
of excellence. Each award would be for 
$5,000. 

(5) Drug-Free Schools Urban Emergency 
Grants would provide special assistance to 
urban school districts that are dispropor- 
tionately affected by drug trafficking and 
abuse. These funds would be used for a 





comprehensive range of services appropri- 
ate to the needs of individual communities. 

(6) A National Science Scholars program 
would provide scholarships to high school 
seniors who have excelled in the sciences 
and mathematics. These scholarships, of up 
to $10,000 a year, would recognize recipi- 
ents’ academic achievement and encourage 
them to continue their education in science, 
mathematics, and engineering. The Presi- 
dent would select recipients after consider- 
ing recommendations made by Senators 
and Members of the House of Representa- 
tives. 

(7) I am proposing to provide additional 
endowment matching grants for Historical- 
ly Black Colleges and Universities, institu- 
tions that occupy a unique position and 
have a major responsibility in the structure 
of American higher education. 


I urge the Congress to take prompt and 
favorable action on this legislation. Taken 
together, these seven initiatives, for which I 
have proposed adding $422.6 million in the 
1990 budget, would help us advance toward 
the goal of a better-educated Nation. 

In addition to these initiatives, I have 
proposed a budget amendment for $13 mil- 
lion in new funds for experiments and data 
collection in support of education reform. I 
am also asking the Congress to fund fully 
the authorization in the Stewart McKinney 
Homeless Assistance Act. This includes $2.5 
million to fund for the first time the Exem- 
plary Grants program and $2.7 million in 
additional funding for literacy programs for 
homeless adults. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 5, 1989. 


White House Fact Sheet on the 
Educational Excellence Act of 1989 
April 5, 1989 


The President outlined today a program 
for fostering excellence in education. The 
need for reform is evident: 

¢ America is in an increasingly competi- 


tive world, where investment in 
people, in human capital, is becoming 
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a critical factor in a country’s potential 
for economic growth and prosperity. 
Many of our young people are per- 
forming well below their capacity and 
below the levels of young people in 
other countries in such important sub- 
jects as science and math. 

Outstanding achievement by schools, 
teachers, and principals too often goes 
unrecognized and unrewarded. 
Achieving excellence in education re- 
quires high expectations, low dropout 
rates, and safe and drug-free schools. 
Parents lack adequate choice in the 
education of their children. 

Schools often find that it is difficult to 
hire capable teachers and administra- 
tors, even though many people possess 
outstanding subject matter knowledge 
and management skills. 

Projections of the future indicate an 
increasing shortage of people with ad- 
vanced training in science and mathe- 
matics. 

Our country’s historically black col- 
leges and universities struggle to main- 
tain their commitment to educational 
excellence. 


The Educational Excellence Act would au- 
thorize several initiatives designed to ad- 
dress these problems. 

This legislation builds on the accomplish- 
ments of the last Congress, which enacted 
into law the Augustus F. Hawkins-Robert T. 
Stafford Elementary and Secondary School 
Improvement Amendments of 1988. That 
law took significant steps toward improving 
elementary and secondary education by im- 
proving program accountability, reauthoriz- 
ing the magnet school program, and ex- 
panding parental choice, providing greater 
flexibility to local school districts in the im- 
plementation of bilingual education pro- 
grams, enhancing parental involvement in 
programs for disadvantaged children, and 
stimulating education innovation and 
reform. The President’s initiative proposes 
new efforts, but complements in numerous 
ways the important work of the 100th Con- 
gress in pursuing educational excellence. 

This legislation is based on four basic 
principles. These are: 

1. Recognition of Excellence. Recognizing 
and rewarding our best schools, teachers, 
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and students will serve as an incentive for 
all schools, teachers, and students to im- 
prove their performance. 

2. Addressing Need. This administration 
believes that Federal dollars should assist 
those most in need. 

3. Flexibility and Choice. Greater flexibil- 
ity and choice in education, both parental 
choice in selecting schools for their children 
and local school systems’ choice of teachers 
and principals, are important to providing 
the means and incentives for achieving edu- 
cational excellence. 

4. Accountability. The administration 
supports objective measurement and 
reward of progress toward quality educa- 
tion. 

The Educational Excellence Act includes 
seven legislative initiatives aimed at fulfill- 
ing these important principles. Highlights of 
the individual initiatives follow. 


PRESIDENTIAL MERIT SCHOOLS 
Program 


¢ The Presidential Merit Schools pro- 
gram would provide cash awards to 
public and private elementary and sec- 
ondary schools that have made substan- 
tial progress in raising student educa- 
tional achievement, creating a safe and 
drug-free school environment, and re- 
ducing the dropout rate. This program 
would provide a powerful incentive for 
all schools to improve the educational 
achievement of their students. 


Funding 


¢ The legislation would authorize $250 
million for fiscal year 1990, increasing 
to $500 million by 1993. These funds 
would be allocated by formula to the 
States, with State allocations based on 
school-aged population and _ State 
shares of funding under the Chapter 1 
Basic Grants program. 
The amount of each merit award 
would depend on State-established cri- 
teria, including criteria related to the 
size of the school and the composition 
of the student body. 


Implementation 


¢ Presidential Merit Schools would be se- 
lected by the State, assisted by a spe- 
cial State review panel, using State and 


Federal criteria. These criteria would 
focus on schools’ progress in improving 
students’ educational performance, cre- 
ating or maintaining a safe and drug- 
free environment, reducing the drop- 
out rate, and other State-determined 
factors. States could also give special 
consideration to schools enrolling sub- 
stantial numbers or proportions of chil- 
dren from low-income families. 

A school selected as a Presidential 
Merit School would use its award for 
any purpose that furthers its education- 
al program, including development or 
implementation of special educational 
programs, purchase of computers and 
other materials and equipment, and 
bonus payments to teachers and ad- 
ministrators. Private schools would be 
prohibited from using Presidential 
Merit Schools funds to provide reli- 
gious instruction or for other sectarian 
purposes. 

The bill would also prohibit the reduc- 
tion of other Federal, State, or local 
support to a school because of its re- 
ceipt of a Presidential Merit Schools 
award. 


MAGNET SCHOOLS OF EXCELLENCE 


Program 


¢ Currently, the Department of Educa- 
tion makes Magnet Schools Assistance 
grants to school systems undergoing 
court-ordered or voluntary desegrega- 
tion. Because of the success of magnet 
schools in increasing parental choice 
and improving educational quality, the 
bill would create a Magnet Schools of 
Excellence program to support the es- 
tablishment, expansion, or enhance- 
ment of magnet schools, without 
regard to the presence of desegrega- 
tion plans. 


Funding 


¢ The bill would authorize $100 million 
for Magnet Schools of Excellence for 
fiscal year 1990 and each of the 3 suc- 
ceeding fiscal years. 


Implementation 


¢ Local educational agencies (LEAs), in- 
termediate educational agencies, or 
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consortia of such agencies would apply 
directly to the Department for com- 
petitive grants. Applications would be 
selected for funding on the basis of the 
quality of the proposed project, the 
likelihood of its successful implementa- 
tion, and the likelihood of its strength- 
ening the educational program of the 
district or districts. 

The Department would encourage ap- 
plications that recognize the potential 
of educationally disadvantaged chil- 


tive certification of teachers and prin- 
cipals, as well as training and recruit- 
ment activities. 

States would be required to consult 
with teachers, principals, parents, and 
others in developing their applications. 
Subgrants to school districts, intermedi- 
ate educational agencies, colleges and 
universities, and consortia of these 
agencies would be authorized. 


PRESIDENT’S AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN 


dren to benefit from magnet school 
EDUCATION 


programs and applications to establish, 
expand, or enhance magnet schools 
which enhance the diversity of educa- 
tional offerings to students. 


Program 
e The success of American education de- 


No magnet school could be supported 
under the program for more than 2 
years or if the award would result in 
segregation or impede the process of 
desegregation. 


ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION OF TEACH- 
ERS AND PRINCIPALS 


Program 


The bill would provide assistance to 
States interested in expanding the pool 
of talent from which to draw teachers 
and principals. Funds would support 
such activities as training, program de- 
velopment, and evaluation. The bill 
would provide incentives for States to 
develop, expand, or improve flexible 
certification systems designed to draw 
into education talented professionals 
with demonstrated subject-area compe- 
tence or leadership qualities. 


Funding 


e The legislation would authorize $25 


million for fiscal year 1990 only, for 
one-time grants to the States. States 
would apply for the amount of funds 
they need or an amount that is propor- 
tional to their school-aged population, 
whichever is less; excess funds would 
be reallocated on the basis of demon- 
strated need. 


Implementation 


e Grants conld support the design, devel- 


opment, implementation, testing, and 
evaluation of strategies for the alterna- 


pends heavily on the Nation’s teachers. 
Because teachers who meet the highest 
standards of excellence deserve public 
recognition, respect, and appropriate 
financial rewards, our bill includes au- 
thorization for a new program of Presi- 
dential awards for excellent public and 
private school teachers. The amount of 
each Presidential award would be 
$5,000. Teachers receiving awards 
would be permitted to use their 
awards for any purpose. 


Funding 
¢ The bill would authorize $7.6 million 


for each of the fiscal years 1990 
through 1993. Funds would be allocat- 
ed to the States on the basis of the 
number of full-time equivalent public 
school teachers in each State. 


Implementation 
e In each State, winners of Presidential 


awards would be selected by a state- 
wide panel, selected by the Governor, 
from nominations made by local educa- 
tional agencies, public and _ private 
schools, parents, teachers, teacher asso- 
ciations, associations of parents and 
teachers, private businesses, business 
groups, and student groups. In making 
selections, the panel would use selec- 
tion criteria developed by the State, 
subject to approval by the Secretary. 
Each State would be permitted to use 
up to 5 percent of its allocation for 
administrative expenses, including the 
cost of convening the statewide panel. 
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NATIONAL SCIENCE SCHOLARS 


Program 
¢ The National Science Scholars program 


would encourage achievement in the 
sciences by providing scholarships to 
graduating high school students who 
have excelled in the sciences and 
mathematics and engineering. The 
scholarships would recognize the aca- 
demic achievement of these students 
and would encourage them to continue 
their education in these academic areas 
at the postsecondary level. 


Funding 
¢ The bill would authorize $5 million for 


fiscal year 1990. The amount author- 
ized would increase in increments of 
$5 million per year to a total authoriza- 
tion of $20 million for fiscal year 1993. 
These funding levels would ensure that 
the scholars would be _ supported 
throughout their undergraduate study 
and that a new group of 570 scholars 
would be selected each year. 


Implementation 
¢ National Science Scholars would re- 


ceive up to $10,000 a year for each 
year of undergraduate education. 

Each State would nominate between 4 
and 10 students per congressional dis- 
trict to receive scholarships. The Presi- 
dent would select a total of 570 schol- 
ars, after considering the recommenda- 
tions of an advisory board (30 scholar- 
ships) and the recommendations of 
Senators and Members of the House of 
Representatives (540 scholarships). The 
scholars would be nominated in ac- 
cordance with specific academic 
achievement criteria that would be de- 
veloped by the Secretary in consulta- 
tion with a panel of experts in the sci- 
ences, mathematics, and engineering. 


bill would amend the Drug-Free 
Schools and Communities Act of 1986 
to authorize a program of Urban 
Emergency Grants. 


Funding 


¢ The bill would authorize $25 million 
for each of the fiscal years 1990-1993 
for Urban Emergency Grants. 


Implementation 


¢ This amendment would authorize a 
small number of special, competitive 
grants to urban districts that have the 
most severe drug problems so that 
these districts can develop and imple- 
ment comprehensive approaches to 
solving those problems. 


HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES 


Program 


¢ Historically Black Colleges and Univer- 
sities (HBCU’s) play a vital role in the 
American system of higher education. 
In the past, these institutions offered 
many Black Americans their only op- 
portunity for a higher education. 
Today HBCU’s enrich the range of 
educational choice. These institutions 
enroll approximately 220,000 students. 
Many HBCU’s are financially weaker 
than comparable institutions. This bill 
would strengthen HBCU’s by provid- 
ing additional support for endowment 
matching grants. Endowment building 
is an especially effective way to create 
financial strength and long-term finan- 
cial security for HBCU’s. 

Funding 

¢ The bill would provide additional au- 
thorizations of $10 million for fiscal 
year 1990, $20 million for both fiscal 


year 1991 and fiscal year 1992, and 
$10 million for fiscal year 1993. 


DRUG-FREE SCHOOLS URBAN EMERGENCY , 
Ons Implementation 

¢ Federal funds would be available to 

match private sector contributions to 


the school’s endowment fund. Income 


Program 


¢ Prevention and education programs 


are frequently inadequate in urban 
areas with the most severe drug prob- 
lems. More concentrated and compre- 
hensive approaches are required. The 


from the endowment fund could be 
used to improve academic programs as 
well as administrative management. 


e All HBCU’s currently eligible under 
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title III of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 would be eligible to apply for 
grants. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report on International _ 
Activities in Science and Technology 


April 5, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with Title V of the Foreign 
Relations Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1979 (Public Law 95-426), I am transmit- 
ting the annual report on international ac- 
tivities in science and technology (S&T) for 
Fiscal Year 1988. 

I firmly believe that the economic ad- 
vances of the 21st century are rooted in the 
research and development (R&D) per- 
formed in laboratories around the world 
today. Innovation and dedication of re- 
sources and people, both public and pri- 
vate, to scientific and technological ad- 
vances are essential to economic progress. 
Our future well-being as a nation is depend- 
ent upon the continuous transfer of technol- 
ogy from basic science into commercial 
goods and services. 

Over the past 5 years, this concept—the 
linkage of our science and technology en- 
terprise to our future global competitive- 
ness—has become a dominant theme in the 
United States. Because of this linkage, some 
have challenged our historical ‘subscription 
to an open, unimpeded R&D system, claim- 
ing that such a system transfers valuable 
R&D results to other countries for commer- 
cialization and eventual sale in the United 
States. I, and President Reagan before me, 
believe that the United States benefits, and 
our global competitive position is improved, 
by international cooperation in research 
and development based on balance, reci- 
procity, and comparable access. We have 
actively promoted this policy through multi- 
lateral fora and bilaterally with our trading 
partners and advanced developing coun- 
tries. 

For example, a major accomplishment of 
FY 1988 was winning multilateral endorse- 
ment for key themes of President Reagan’s 
Executive Order No. 12591 of April 10, 
1987, on “Facilitating Access to Science and 


Technology.” At the Ministerial Meeting of 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) in Paris in May 
1988, the ministers endorsed a new frame- 
work of common principles for internation- 
al S&T cooperation, originally introduced 
by the President’s Science Adviser, Dr. Wil- 
liam R. Graham. The framework endorses 
adequate investment and excellence in 
basic sciences; reciprocity and balanced 
access as a solid foundation for science and 
technology cooperation; improved universal 
protection of intellectual property rights 
(IPR); and effective protection of sensitive 
knowledge. I am convinced that the new 
OECD framework establishes a firm, 
future-oriented foundation for sustainable 
cooperation in science and technology. 

On the bilateral front, under the guid- 
ance of the Economic Policy Council, the 
Administration developed a _ coordinated 
policy to reshape our S&T relationship with 
Japan based on the principles of shared re- 
sponsibilities, equitable contributions, ade- 
quate protection and fair disposition of in- 
tellectual property rights, acknowledged se- 
curity obligations, and comparable access to 
government-sponsored and _ -supported 
R&D facilities and programs. The culmina- 
tion of this effort came in Toronto in June 
1988, when President Reagan and Prime 
Minister Takeshita signed the new umbrella 
S&T Agreement. We view this as a model 
agreement and now are incorporating its 
principles into all our science and technolo- 
gy bilateral agreements. 

Maintenance of our global competitive- 
ness requires adequate and effective protec- 
tion and equitable allocation of intellectual 
property rights. The commercial develop- 
ment of a new technology requires large 
investments of time, money, and talent. 
Continued investments in research and de- 
velopment require the ability to derive eco- 
nomic benefits from the new technology. 
Therefore, in FY 1988, we initiated numer- 
ous bilateral and multilateral dialogues on 
the benefits accruing to all partners from 
effective protection and equitable disposi- 
tion of IPR. 

With the view that balanced and recipro- 
cal cooperation in S&T benefits the United 
States and the world at large, at the De- 
cember 1987 Washington Summit, Presi- 
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dent Reagan and General Secretary Gorba- 
chev agreed to further cooperation in the 
areas of transportation, global climate 
change, ocean studies, and nuclear reactor 
safety, as well as to continue a multilateral 
conceptual design effort in thermonuclear 
fusion. As a result, in April 1988, we signed 
a protocol with the Soviets on cooperation 
in maintaining the safety of civilian reac- 
tors. This agreement, which was stimulated 
by Chernobyl, covers the design and oper- 
ation, health, environmental, and regulatory 
aspects of the reactor safety problem. In 
addition, in January 1989, we signed a U.S.- 
USSR Framework Agreement for Coopera- 
tion in Basic Scientific Research, which is 
serving as the model for other U.S.-USSR 
agreements to ensure policy consistency 
among all our extensive interactions with 
the Soviets in science and technology. 

Sustainable international cooperation in 
science and technology is good for the 
Nation, particularly when projects that are 
in the national interest are enhanced by or 
intrinsically require multilateral effort. Ex- 
amples are the Space Station Freedom, the 
superconductor super collider (SSC), AIDS 
research, and globai climate change. 

In December 1987, the Secretary of 
Energy invited our major allies to contrib- 
ute to building the world’s most advanced 
high-energy particle accelerator, the SSC, 
and to participate in its utilization. We now 
look forward to extensive collaboration in 
the project. 

In September 1988, a final agreement 
was signed among the United States, 
member states of the European Space 
Agency (ESA), and the Governments of 
Japan and Canada on the Space Station 
Freedom’s design, development, and oper- 
ation. 

AIDS is a major worldwide public health 
concern. The United States Government, 
particularly the Agency for International 
Development and the Public Health Serv- 
ice, is engaged in a substantial international 
program working with the World Health 
Organization and others to develop national 
plans to combat AIDS and to utilize re- 
search findings and technologies as they 
become available. 

The policy question of human impact on 
the global environment in the past few 
years has moved out of the confines of sci- 
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entific papers and conferences to become a 
front-page issue. Recent events, such as the 
1985 discovery of the Antarctic “ozone 
hole” and the 1988 North American 
drought, have created much debate regard- 
ing the relative contributions of human-in- 
duced and natural processes on global cli- 
matic and environmental change. Bearing 
these concerns in mind, in April 1988, the 
United States ratified the Montreal Protocol 
on Substances that Deplete the Ozone 
Layer, which provides for reductions in pro- 
duction and consumption of principal 
ozone-depleting chemicals. 

Significant uncertainties remain about the 
magnitude, timing, and regional impacts of 
global climate change. During FY 1988, the 
United States has made major contributions 
to international plans to reduce those un- 
certainties. The FCCSET Committee on 
Earth Sciences prepared a strategy for the 
U.S. Global Change Research Program, 
which I have endorsed. Prepared in close 
collaboration with other national and inter- 
national planning groups and activities, the 
U.S. research strategy calls for an integrated 
approach in partnership with international 
organizations such as the World Meteoro- 
logical Organization, the United Nations 
Environment Programme, and the Interna- 
tional Council of Scientific Unions. The 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change launched its multilateral effort in 
November 1988 with U.S. participation and 
support. 

Believing that the R&D of today is the 
goods and services of tomorrow, and believ- 
ing that further discoveries in superconduc- 
tivity hold enormous potential for applica- 
tions, President Reagan signed into law on 
November 19, 1988, the “National Super- 
conductivity and Competitiveness Act of 
1988,” which establishes a framework for a 
national program in superconductivity. He 
also named a National Commission on Su- 
perconductivity to provide guidance over 
the long term, as the real benefits from 
superconductivity may take years or dec- 
ades to fully realize. Our goal as a nation is 
to lead the world in superconductivity R&D 
and in translating this new technology into 
useful products. 

Strong U.S. involvement in international 
S&T requires excellence in the administra- 
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tion and implementation of our S&T poli- 
cies around the world. Therefore, in re- 
sponse to President Reagan’s Executive 
Order No. 12591 of April 10, 1987, the De- 
partment of State has sought to strengthen 
the technical expertise of its S&T officer 
corps by intensified recruitment from 
United States Government technical agen- 
cies, academia, and industry, and has re- 
cently established a specific career track for 
S&T officers. In addition, the Department 
of State, in cooperation with the National 
Science Foundation and the Department of 
Commerce, initiated the S&T Reporting 
and Information Dissemination Enhance- 
ment Project (STRIDE) in order to improve 
international scientific reporting. 

As President, I intend to continue to 
build on the solid foundation in science and 
technology laid by President Reagan and 
his Administration. I believe that sustain- 
able cooperation in science and technology 
is good for America and good for the world. 
Therefore, as the technology gap narrows, 
as internationalization of scientific and tech- 
nological progress becomes the accepted 
norm, we must be concerned that the com- 
petitive drive for technological leadership 
not lead to protectionism in science, even 
as we are removing barriers to free and 
open trade. The challenge facing us in the 
years ahead is how to maintain and expand 
an open, mutually beneficial world system 
of exchange and cooperation in science and 
technology without undercutting our na- 
tional competitiveness or jeopardizing our 
security interests and responsibilities. Ar- 
ticulating and responding to that challenge 
is a high priority of my Administration. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 5, 1989. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Polish Roundtable Accords 


April 5, 1989 


Seven years ago, Americans lit candles in 
support of Poland’s freedom in the hope 


that darkness of repression would someday 
be lifted. Today Solidarity signed accords 
which will lead to its relegalization and 
which will allow it to resume its rightful 
place in Polish life. 

This is a great day for the Polish people 
and for freedom. The discussions have been 
long and arduous. We welcome the round- 
table accords and see them as an historic 
step towards pluralism and freedom which 
we hope will eventually take Poland far 
from totalitarianism and towards a better 
political and economic future. : 

We are following the developments in 
Poland closely and are consulting with Con- 
gress and our friends and allies on this issue. 
In September 1987, then Vice President 
Bush visited with Lech Walesa and General 
Jaruzelski concerning the Polish political sit- 
uation. The Vice President at that time 
urged dialog and reconciliation to bring 
about economic growth and political free- 
dom. 

The President today is very pleased by 
the accords that started Poland on this new 
path of reconciliation. 


Note: Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary to 
the President, read the statement to report- 
ers assembled in the Briefing Room at the 
White House during his daily press brief- 
ing, which began at 1:32 p.m. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Soviet Central American Policy 


April 5, 1989 


We listened carefully to what President 
Gorbachev had to say in Havana yesterday. 
While his words about not exporting revolu- 
tion are welcomed, they are not matched 
by deeds which would give those words cre- 
dence. 

Today we call upon the Soviets to cut off 
their half-billion-dollar annual military aid 
to Nicaragua. The Soviets continue to pour 
arms into Nicaragua, a country whose army 
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is already larger than those of all their 
neighbors combined. This is hard to fathom. 
It is a key issue in resolving the conflict in 
Central America. Our bipartisan plan for 
peace in Central America has the support 
of the Central American democracies. It is 
time for the Soviet Union to join us in sup- 
porting that plan. 

If President Gorbachev means his words, 
the Soviets should demonstrate through 
their behavior that they are adhering to this 
principle, and they should pressure their 
client states and revolutionary groups that 
they support to do the same. We note that 
the Soviets and Cuba have concluded a 
friendship treaty that apparently commits 
both parties to the peaceful resolution of 
conflicts in the region. We trust that the 
Soviets will follow these words with con- 
crete actions. 

We believe, however, that to demonstrate 
his commitment to Esquipulas, President 
Gorbachev could have proposed a cutoff of 
military supplies to all irregular forces in 
the region. That is what Esquipulas calls for: 
an end to outside support to the guerrilla 
forces. This would have suggested a “new 
thinking” in Central America. 

The United States is in compliance with 
Esquipulas. We are not providing military 
aid to the Nicaraguan resistance. The Soviet 
bloc, particularly Nicaragua and Cuba, con- 
tinue to supply military and logistical sup- 
port to the FMLN [Farabundo Marti Na- 
tional Liberation Front, El Salvador] and 
other irregular forces in Central America. 

As the President and the Secretary of 
State [James A. Baker III] have said, we 
reject the idea of equivalence between le- 
gitimate U.S. interests and the Soviet pres- 
ence in Central America. We provide sup- 
port, including military assistance, to the 
democratic Governments of Central Amer- 
ica. These governments are not involved in 
subversion of their neighbors. 


Note: Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary to 
the President, read the statement to report- 
ers assembled in the Briefing Room at the 
White House during his daily press brief- 
ing, which began at 1:32 p.m. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Suspension of the Importation 
of Semiautomatic Weapons 


April 5, 1989 


I want to announce an action that the 
Treasury Department is taking today with 
regard to suspension of imports of certain 
semiautomatic weapons. 

In recently approving a temporary sus- 
pension of imports of certain semiautomatic 
weapons, the President sought to foster a 
climate in which reasonable, well-inten- 
tioned people on all sides of the firearms 
issue could work out a solution without in- 
fringing on the rights of law-abiding hunt- 
ers and sportsmen. In an effort to ensure 
that existing laws are being enforced to the 
fullest extent possible, he ordered the 
Treasury Department to review the suit- 
ability of these weapons for sporting pur- 
poses. To date, the Treasury review has dis- 
closed 24 additional types of imported fire- 
arms which, by virtue of their general ap- 
pearance and capabilities, compete directly 
with those firearms for which import per- 
mits were previously suspended. To ensure 
an orderly and fair review process, the 
President has authorized the Secretary of 
the Treasury to expand the temporary 
import suspension to include these addition- 
al 24 types of weapons. 

This action will accomplish two things. 
First, those importers whose permits have 
already been suspended will not suffer a 
loss of market to importers of similar weap- 
ons during the review period. Second, this 
action will preclude imports of firearms 
which might later be found unsuitable for 
sporting purposes. 

The President believes that by working 
closely with law enforcement groups, 
sportsmen, concerned citizen groups, and 
the Congress, we can reach a solution to 
these problems. 


Note: Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary to 
the President, read the statement to report- 
ers assembled in the Briefing Room at the 
White House during his daily press brief- 
ing, which began at 1:32 p.m. 
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir of Israel 


April 6, 1989 


The President. Well, the Prime Minister 
Shamir and I have had a very productive 
meeting. My message to him and, through 
him, to the Government and the people of 
Israel was clear: We are friends, strategic 
partners, and allies. And the mutual inter- 
ests that bind together the people of the 
United States and Israel are broad and 
deep. The Prime Minister and I dedicated 
ourselves to maintaining and, where possi- 
ble, improving the relationship between our 
two countries. Both of us are committed to 
this goal. 

Throughout the world, old enemies are 
finding ways to talk to one another and to 
end conflicts in a manner that preserves the 
basic interests of all concerned. This can 
and must happen in the Middle East. The 
Arab-Israeli conflict can be resolved. Peace, 
security, and political rights can be attained 
through direct negotiations. The status quo 
serves the interests of no one. In this spirit, 
I reiterated to Prime Minister Shamir the 
resolve of the United States to assist the 
parties of the Middle East in their pursuit of 
a comprehensive settlement of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. Our responsibility as friends 
and as partners in the search for peace is to 
help develop approaches that enhance 
peace prospects. Problems do not resolve 
themselves; leaders acting with courage and 
vision solve problems. Menachem Begin 
and Anwar Sadat demonstrated this truth a 
decade ago at Camp David. Today’s leaders 
can afford to do no less. 

I reassured the Prime Minister that the 
fundamental basis of our approach to a 
Middle East settlkement has not changed. 
The United States is committed to a com- 
prehensive peace achieved through direct 
negotiations based on U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338. This remains the 
building block for a viable negotiation for a 
durable settlement. This is our goal. With 
regard to final status issues, I reaffirmed to 
the Prime Minister that we do not support 
an independent Palestinian state nor Israeli 
sovereignty or permanent occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

To move the peace process forward, I dis- 


cussed with the Prime Minister, as I had 
earlier this week with President Mubarak, 
an ambitious but realistic approach. 
Progress will require meaningful steps to 
reduce tensions, political dialog between 
Israel and Palestinians, and clear indications 
that all concerned are prepared to think 
creatively about key substantive issues. 
Israel has an obligation to contribute to this 
process, but it cannot be expected to 
assume the entire burden. The Palestinians, 
the Arab States, and other interested parties 
must demonstrate that they, too, are willing 
to make peace a reality. 

I stressed that no peace process can suc- 
ceed in a political vacuum. I believe it is in 
Israel’s interest to engage in a serious dialog 
with Palestinians that address their legiti- 
mate political rights. The United States be- 
lieves that elections in the territories can be 
designed to contribute to a political process 
of dialog and negotiation. We urge Israel 
and the Palestinians to arrive at a mutually 
acceptable formula for elections, and we 
plan in the days and weeks ahead to work 
toward that end. 

In negotiations, Israel understands that 
Palestinians will be free to bring their own 
positions and preferences to the bargaining 
table. The Prime Minister assured me that 
Israel is committed to negotiating an agree- 
ment on final status that is satisfactory to all 
sides. And he made it clear that interim 
arrangements on Palestinian self-rule are 
not the end of the road but are directly 
linked to a broader political process that 
includes negotiating and concluding an 
agreement on final status. 

I’m encouraged by the Prime Minister’s 
assurance that all options are open for nego- 
tiation. The Prime Minister and I agreed 
that our governments would remain in 
close touch to ensure that everything possi- 
ble is being done to promote the prospects 
for peace in the Middle East. And speaking 
for myself and for the American people, I 
want to assure everyone that the United 
States is committed to promoting this goal. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we're delighted 
you're here. The floor is yours, sir. 

The Prime Minister. Thank you, Mr. 
President. I am honored to be here today. 
Let me first, on behalf of the people of 





Apr. 6 / Administration of George Bush, 1989 


Israel and on behalf of my wife and myself, 
express our warm wishes on your assuming 
the mantle of leadership of the United 
States and the free world. We have cher- 
ished your personal friendship and warm 
humanitarian concern for many years. We 
shall never forget the help you have ex- 
tended our brothers and sisters in distress, 
just as we shall always remember the role 
the United States has played in our history. 

Our alliance is based on common values 
and shared interests. Our agreements on 
strategic cooperation and free trade area 
benefit both countries. They help us contin- 
ue as a vanguard of democracy in the 
Middle East. I am confident that under 
your administration our bonds of friendship 
and cooperation will grow even stronger. 

Our two nations share the values and 
ideas of the free world and the ideals of 
democracy and freedom. What we do not 
share is a neighborhood. For us the carnage 
in Beirut, the use of poison gas against civil- 
ians, and acts of terrorism and fanaticism 
are not news from afar, for as they are 
events happening around the corner. They 
are our daily reality. If there is one mistake 
Israel cannot afford to make, it is the mis- 
take of forgetting where we live. 

I would like to reiterate here what I said 
to you in private: We shall make the great- 
est possible efforts to achieve peace, short 
of endangering the security of our state. We 
consider the establishment of a Palestinian 
state west of the Jordan River, which is an 
objective of the PLO [Palestine Liberation 
Organization], a mortal threat to our securi- 
ty. I have assured you that we would sit 
with anyone, anytime, anywhere, without 
preconditions if we thought it would ad- 
vance the cause of peace. But we cannot 
lend ourselves to any steps that will result 
in a Palestinian state, which is a prescrip- 
tion not for peace but for war. I can assure 
you we will be forthcoming. We believe the 
Camp David accords based on Resolutions 
242 and 338 are the cornerstone of peace in 
our region. We faithfully abide by your 
agreements, and we expect others to do so 
as well. 

Mr. President, to advance the cause of 
peace, we have put forward a four-point 
peace initiative. First, we propose an effort 


to make the existing peace between Israel 
and Egypt based on the Camp David ac- 
cords a cornerstone for expanding peace in 
the region. We call upon the three signato- 
ries of the Camp David accords at this 10th 
anniversary of the treaty of peace to reaf- 
firm indeed their dedication to the accords. 

Second, we call upon the United States 
and Egypt to make it clear to the Arab 
Governments that they must abandon their 
hostility and belligerency toward Israel. 
They must replace political warfare and 
economic boycott with negotiations and co- 
operation. 

Third, we call for a multinational effort 
under the leadership of the U.S. and with 
substantial Israeli participation to finally 
solve the Arab refugee problem perpetuat- 
ed by Arab Governments while Israel ab- 
sorbs hundreds of thousands of Jewish refu- 
gees from Arab countries. All these refugees 
should have decent housing and live in dig- 
nity. This process does not have to await a 
political solution or to substitute for it. 

Fourth, in order to launch a political ne- 
gotiating process, the proposed free demo- 
cratic elections, free from an atmosphere of 
PLO violence, terror, and intimidation 
among the Palestinian Arabs of Judea, Sa- 
maria, and Gaza—their purpose is to 
produce a delegation to negotiate an inter- 
im period of self-governing administration. 
To shape modalities and participation in the 
elections will have to be discussed. The in- 
terim phase will provide a vital test of coex- 
istence and cooperation. It will be followed 
by negotiations for a permanent agreement. 

All proposed options will be examined 
during these negotiations. This is an outline 
of our comprehensive plan for peace. It is 
based on democratic principles. It addresses 
the real issues. Together, I believe we can 
achieve these goals. 

May God lead us to the right decision. 
Thank you, Mr. President. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. Earli- 
er, the President and the Prime Minister 
met in the Oval Office. 
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Proclamation 5949—Cancer Control 
Month, 1989 


April 6, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Over the past several decades, extensive 
scientific research has contributed to dra- 
matic victories in the fight against cancer. 
Today, more Americans are being cured of 
cancer than ever before, but we still face a 
major challenge: to use all we have learned 
about cancer prevention, detection, and 
treatment to save even more lives. 

To attain our national goal of cutting in 
half the cancer death rate by the year 2000, 
we must first curb tobacco use among all 
segments of society. Recent gains are evi- 
dent on many fronts: Public awareness of 
the dangers of cigarette smoking continues 
to increase, and smoking prevalence rates 
among adults are at their lowest levels in 30 
years. Most States have enacted laws re- 
stricting smoking in public places. Never- 
theless, more than 50 million Americans 
still smoke or use smokeless tobacco. Efforts 
to deter young people from smoking should 
continue, and more can be done to help 
current smokers quit for good. 

We now know that certain foods, notably 
fruits, vegetables, and whole-grain breads 
and cereals, may help prevent a variety of 
cancers. While most people believe diet and 
nutrition influence one’s chances of devel- 
oping cancer, on a typical day four out of 
every ten Americans eat no fruit at all, and 
only one in five eat some form of high-fiber 
cereal, whole-grain bread, or dried peas or 
beans. We must teach people how to select 
and prepare healthy foods and convince 
them that a well-balanced diet can be af- 
fordable, appetizing, and convenient. And 
consumers should continue to request that 
healthy foods be made available where they 
shop and dine. 

When cancer does develop, early detec- 
tion of the disease vastly improves the 
chance of cure. A wide array of effective 
early detection techniques now exist, rang- 
ing from simple self-examination to sophisti- 
cated laboratory tests. Yet only 40 percent 
of women report ever having had a mam- 
mogram to detect breast cancer, and less 


than 30 percent of men and women have 
ever had an exam to detect colorectal 
cancer. These findings underscore the im- 
portance of encouraging the public to seek 
cancer tests before symptoms appear and 
persuading physicians to follow the latest 
early cancer detection guidelines. Coopera- 
tion between health professionals and pa- 
tients can add an important dimension in 
the battle against cancer. 

Finally, the knowledge gained from labo- 
ratory research and clinical trials can be an 
important source of information about 
cancer and how to control the disease. New 
treatments can cure many thousands of 
cancer patients. All sectors of the medical 
community are challenged to cooperate in 
transferring biomedical research results to 
patients’ bedsides, a capability offered by 
the National Cancer Institute’s PDQ (Physi- 
cian Data Query) cancer treatment data- 
base and other information systems. State- 
of-the-art cancer therapies must become 
part of the usual care provided by commu- 
nity hospitals, where the vast majority of 
cancer patients go for treatment. 

Whether through prevention, early detec- 
tion, or treatment, the great promise of 
cancer control lies in a simple concept: 
teamwork. By pooling its resources, ener- 
gies, and creativity, America can make sig- 
nificant progress in improving the chances 
of surviving cancer and reducing the threat 
to the general population. 

In 1938, the Congress of the United 
States passed a joint resolution (52 Stat. 148, 
36 U.S.C. 150) requesting the President to 
issue an annual proclamation declaring 
April to be Cancer Control Month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of April 1989 as 
Cancer Control Month. I invite the Gover- 
nors of the fifty States and the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate 
officials of all other areas under the Ameri- 
can flag, to issue similar proclamations. I 
also ask health care professionals, the com- 
munications and food industries, community 
groups, and individual citizens to unite 
during the month to reaffirm publicly our 
Nation’s continuing commitment to control- 
ling cancer. 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this Sixth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
nine, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and thirteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:05 p.m., April 7, 1989] 


Proclamation 5950—National 
Consumers Week, 1989 


April 6, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Consumers throughout the Nation are 
reaping the benefits of the longest peace- 
time economic expansion in America’s his- 
tory. This economic growth has produced 
record employment and an all-time high in 
real personal income. American consumers 
now have new choices and new economic 
power—power enhanced by the freedom to 
purchase and produce in an open, competi- 
tive marketplace. 

The theme for National Consumers 
Week, 1989, “Consumers Open Markets,” 
focuses attention on the ability of consum- 
ers to shape the markets of the world and 
encourage improvements in those that fail 
to meet consumer needs. When consumers 
make informed buying decisions, they 
compel consumer-oriented responses. Be- 
cause America is not isolated from the 
world but rather leads other nations in the 
commitment to free-market ideas, the col- 
lective choices of individual American con- 
sumers echo around the globe. 

On a grand scale, consumerism is nations 
creating policies that are responsive to con- 
sumer perspectives. Consumerism is corpo- 
rations that make safety their first concern 
and develop quality products and services. 
Consumerism is governments using tax dol- 
lars wisely, responsively, and ethically. It is 
also charities that inspire us to support 
worthy causes with our financial resources. 
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On a more personal level, consumerism is 
a parent putting safe, nutritious food on the 
table. It is families knowing how to spend 
and save wisely so they have enough money 
left over to pursue a dream or enjoy a spe- 
cial pastime. Indeed, the marketplace skills 
of individual consumers play an important 
role in ensuring that every American citi- 
zen enjoys his or her share in our Nation’s 
prosperity. 

The basic skills individuals need as con- 
sumers are equally vital to being productive 
citizens. A high school graduate who cannot 
balance a checkbook, read a food label, de- 
cipher the directions for taking prescription 
drugs, or assemble a product from written 
instructions has neither the basic skills to 
function in the marketplace nor those to 
compete for a job in our information-orient- 
ed work force. Teaching these skills is often 
viewed solely as the responsibility of our 
Nation’s educators; however, I believe it is 
one we must all share. Thus, I urge Ameri- 
cans from business, government, and the 
private sector to join with educators in ex- 
panded community partnerships to assure 
that our Nation’s educational endeavors 
prepare young people for the reality of the 
marketplace, as well as the workplace. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
April 23, 1989, as National Consumers 
Week. I urge businesses, educators, commu- 
nity organizations, the media, government, 
and consumer leaders to conduct activities 
to emphasize the important role consumers 
play in keeping our markets open, competi- 
tive, and fair. Furthermore, I call upon 
them to highlight the importance of educa- 
tion in helping citizens to become responsi- 
ble consumers. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
nine, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and thirteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:06 p.m., April 7, 1989] 





Notice of the Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Panama 


April 6, 1989 


On April 8, 1988, by Executive Order No. 
12635, the President declared a national 
emergency to deal with the unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security 
and foreign policy of the United States con- 
stituted by the actions and policies of the 
Noriega/Solis regime of Panama. Because 
the Noriega/Solis regime has continued its 
actions and policies, the national emergency 
declared on April 8, 1988, must continue in 
effect beyond April 8, 1989. Therefore, in 
accordance with section 202(d) of the Na- 
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing the national emergency 
with respect to Panama. This notice shall be 
published in the Federal Register and trans- 
mitted to the Congress. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 6, 1989. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:36 p.m., April 6, 1989] 


Note: The notice was printed in the Federal 
Register of April 7. 


Message to the Congress on the 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Panama 
April 6, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen- 
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the 
automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergen- 
cy is to continue in effect beyond the anni- 
versary date. In accordance with this provi- 
sion, I have sent the enclosed notice, stating 
that the Panamanian emergency is to con- 
tinue in effect beyond April 8, 1989, to the 
Federal Register for publication. 
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The actions and policies of the Noriega/ 
Solis regime in Panama continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na- 
tional security and foreign policy of the 
United States. If the Panamanian emergen- 
cy were allowed to lapse, the current sanc- 
tions imposed against the Noriega/Solis 
regime, including the blocking of Panama- 
nian governmental assets, would also lapse, 
impairing our Government’s ability to apply 
economic pressure on the Noriega/Solis 
regime. In these circumstances, I have de- 
termined that it is necessary to maintain in 
force the broad authorities that may be 
needed to deal with the situation in 
Panama. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 6, 1989. 


Message to the Congress Reporting on 
the Economic Sanctions Against 
Panama 


April 6, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 

1. I hereby report to the Congress on 
developments since the last Presidential 
report of October 14, 1988, concerning the 
national emergency with respect to Panama 
that was declared in Executive Order No. 
12635 of April 8, 1988. This report is sub- 
mitted pursuant to section 401(c) of the Na- 
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1641(c)), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1703(c)). 

2. Since the last report of October 14, 
1988, there has been one amendment to 
the Panamanian Transactions Regulations, 
31 C.F.R. Part 565 (the “Regulations”), ad- 
ministered by the Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (“FAC”) of the Department of the 
Treasury. Effective January 3, 1989, persons 
owing funds to the Government of Panama 
may apply for a specific license authorizing 
the crediting of the amounts owed, plus ap- 
plicable interest, to a blocked reserve ac- 
count on their books or with a commercial 
bank. These procedures are designed to 
serve as alternatives to payment of the 
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amounts owed into a blocked account at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York (the 
“FRBNY”). At the same time, they will 
enable FAC to maintain a record of pay- 
ments withheld from the Noriega/Solis 
regime. Any persons who have already 
made payments into the FRBNY and who 
wish to credit the funds instead to a 
blocked reserve or bank account may also 
apply for a license authorizing such a trans- 
fer. 

With this report, I am enclosing a copy of 
the amendment to the Regulations. 54 Fed. 
Reg. 21 (Jan. 3, 1989). 

3. FAC continues to monitor compliance 
with the Regulations and advise affected 
parties of their provisions. FAC is currently 
in the process of notifying by letter over 
170 companies with subsidiaries in Panama 
of the latest amendment to the Regulations 
permitting the establishment of blocked re- 
serve or bank accounts and advising them 
that they must either establish such an ac- 
count on their books or with a commercial 
bank by license from FAC or transfer 
monies owed to the Government of Panama 
to the FRBNY. Information received from 
Panama indicates that certain U.S. firms 
with operations in Panama may have failed 
to withhold Panamanian taxes from employ- 
ee paychecks in possible violation of the 
Regulations. FAC has notified the responsi- 
ble corporate officers that a written expla- 
nation of company practices would be re- 
quired. Responses are due in the near 
future. 

4. The objective of Administration policy 
remains support for a return to civilian con- 
stitutional rule and the development of an 
apolitical military establishment in Panama. 
In furtherance of our policy, the Adminis- 
tration has imposed economic sanctions 
against the Noriega/Solis regime. Our judg- 
ment remains that the root cause of the 
current crisis is the fact that the Panamani- 
an people have lost confidence in a political 
system widely perceived as corrupt, repres- 
sive, and inept. A genuine Panamanian res- 
olution of the political crisis is necessary to 
restore confidence in the Panamanian econ- 
omy, a precondition to the return of eco- 
nomic stability and growth in Panama. Ac- 
cordingly, our efforts have been directed at 
supporting Panamanian efforts to resolve 
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the underlying political crisis as rapidly as 
possible. 

5. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from 
October 14, 1988, through April 1, 1989, 
which are directly attributable to the exer- 
cise of powers and authorities conferred by 
the declaration of the Panamanian national 
emergency are estimated at $411,960, most 
of which represents wage and salary costs 
for Federal personnel. Personnel costs were 
largely centered in the Department of the 
Treasury (particularly in the Office of For- 
eign Assets Control, the Office of the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Enforcement, the Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for International 
Affairs, and the Office of the General Coun- 
sel), the Department of State, the Federal 
Reserve Board, the National Security Coun- 
cil, and the Department of Defense. 

6. The policies and actions of the Nor- 
iega/Solis regime in Panama continue to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of 
the United States. I shall continue to exer- 
cise the powers at my disposal to apply eco- 
nomic sanctions against Panama as long as 
these measures are appropriate and will 
continue to report periodically to the Con- 
gress on significant developments, pursuant 
to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c). 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 6, 1989. 


Appointment of Mary McClure as 
Special Assistant to the President for 
Intergovernmental Affairs 


April 6, 1989 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Mary McClure to be Special 
Assistant to the President for Intergovern- 
mental Affairs with responsibility for liaison 
with State legislators. 

Senator McClure was elected to the State 
senate of South Dakota in 1974. She was 
the first woman to serve as senate president 
pro tempore, as well as national chairman 
for the Council of State Governments, since 
1979. Senator McClure has served on the 
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executive board of the Legislative Research 
Council since 1977, and was on the execu- 
tive committee of the National Conference 
of State Legislatures (NCSL), 1982-1985 
and in 1988. She also chaired the NCSL 
education committee in 1986 and the NCSL 
government operations committee in 1987. 
Prior to her service in the South Dakota 
legislature, Senator McClure was a teacher. 

Senator McClure received a bachelor of 
arts degree from the University of South 
Dakota; a Fulbright Scholarship to the Uni- 
versity of Manchester, England; and a mas- 
ters of public administration in 1980 from 
Syracuse University. She was born April 21, 
1939, in Milbank, SD. She is married to 
Donald James McClure, and they have one 
daughter. 


Continuation of Leonard H.O. 
Spearman, Sr., as United States 
Ambassador to Rwanda 


April 6, 1989 


The President today announced that 
Leonard H.O. Spearman, Sr., will continue 
to serve as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Rwanda. 

Since 1988 Ambassador Spearman has 
been the United States Ambassador to the 
Republic of Rwanda. Prior to this he was a 
distinguished professor of psychology at 
Texas Southern University, 1986-1988. He 
was president of Texas Southern University, 
1980-1986, and a professor of psychology at 
Southern University, 1960-1970. From 1970 
to 1980, Ambassador Spearman worked for 
the U.S. Office of Education, Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare in the fol- 
lowing capacities: Associate Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary for Higher and Continuing 
Education, 1980; Associate Deputy Commis- 
sioner for Higher and Continuing Educa- 
tion, 1978-1980; Acting Deputy Commis- 
sioner for Higher and Continuing Educa- 
tion, 1976-1978; Associate Commissioner 
for Student Assistance, 1975-1978; Director 
of the Division of Student Financial Assist- 
ance, 1972-1975; Director of the Division 
of Student Special Services, 1970-1972. 


Ambassador Spearman graduated from 
Florida A&M University (B.S., 1947) and the 
University of Michigan (M.A., 1950; Ph.D., 
1960). He was born July 8, 1929, in Talla- 
hassee, FL. He is married and has three 
children. 


Toasts at a Dinner Honoring Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir of Israel 


April 6, 1989 


The President. Mr. Prime Minister, it has 
been my pleasure—our pleasure—to wel- 
come you to Washington and to renew a 
friendship that I cherish—that we all cher- 
ish—and to reaffirm, more importantly 
even, the friendship between our two na- 
tions. And the value of these visits goes 
beyond the meetings of state to the experi- 
ence we gain from the time spent among 
the people of Israel and America. 

I recall the trips that I’ve made to your 
country; first, I think, Barbara and I in 1979 
and then in the summer of 1986. And I 
recall the deep longing for peace that I 
found on the part of the people there in 
Israel. And I’m grateful for your visit now 
in the first days of our brand new adminis- 
tration; and also, because you see Washing- 
ton in springtime, which some say is its 
most beautiful season, and because you had 
a chance to go to the Air and Space 
Museum today where we saw many Ameri- 
can tourists. And for those of you who 
weren’t with us, it was a wonderful thing 
because you heard people saying to the 
Prime Minister, Shalom. You know, I 
thought they were all tourists from Texas. 
But no—{laughter|—they knew that much. 
And I think they expressed the affection 
that we all feel for Israel and for you, sir. 

But the friendship, the alliance between 
the United States and Israel, is strong and 
solid—built upon a foundation of shared 
democratic values, of shared history and 
heritage that sustain the moral life of our 
two countries. The emotional bond of our 
peoples goes—it transcends politics. Our 
strategic cooperation—and I renewed today 
our determination that that go forward—is 
a source of mutual security. And the United 
States’ commitment to the security of Israel 
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remains unshakeable. We may differ over 
some policies from time to time, individual 
policies, but never over this principle. 

Mr. Prime Minister, the great unsolved 
challenge that concerns us both is peace in 
the Middle East, and we know peace is pos- 
sible. Last month we marked the 10th anni- 
versary of the treaty between Israel and 
Egypt, and that treaty was the product of 
the remarkable courage and leadership of 
two men. And also I want to say right here 
in this White House, and also will give 
credit to the strong principled, mediating 
efforts of President Carter, too. Those quali- 
ties, courage and leadership, are no less 
necessary today in the effort to advance the 
cause of peace in the Middle East. We also 
know there’s much more to do. Mr. Prime 
Minister, the discussions that we’ve had and 
then those I had earlier this week with 
President Mubarak give me reason to hope 
that in the Middle East today, there is lead- 
ership, courage, and vision, capable of tran- 
scending the historic animosities that have 
long stood as obstacles on the path towards 
peace. The United States is proud of the 
role it has played in the search for peace. 
We know a partnership with Israel in peace 
can work, and we stand ready today to take 
another step for the cause of peace in the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Prime Minister and Mrs. Shamir, I 
raise my glass to the abiding friendship be- 
tween our two nations and lasting peace 
among the peoples of the Middle East and 
to life: L’Chaim [Cheers]. 

The Prime Minister. Mr. President, Mrs. 
Bush, distinguished Secretaries, Members of 
the Senate, the House of Representatives, 
judges, ambassadors, ladies and gentlemen. 
It is almost exactly a year ago since you, Mr. 
President, graciously entertained my wife 
and me and my colleagues at dinner in your 
previous capacity as Vice President. At that 
time we were both facing elections. 
[Laughter] You were already very much on 
the campaign trail, and I was preparing to 
set out on mine. It was a demanding but 
interesting experience. And here we both 
are. [Laughter] 

Permit me, Mr. President, to extend the 
heartfelt congratulations of all the people of 
Israel on your election to the most impor- 
tant office in your country, and I venture to 
suggest, in the world. The people of Israel 
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know you and Mrs. Bush. They respect and 
admire you. They are grateful for your 
longstanding friendship, support, and efforts 
for our people, especially those who have 
been struggling for the right to leave the 
Soviet Union and return to their homeland. 
And, Mr. President, your name is perma- 
nently linked with the saga of the rescue of 
many thousands of Ethiopian Jews who five 
years ago started out on an exodus and re- 
turned to their ancient homeland after a 
very long separation. But several thousand 
Ethiopian Jews remained behind, and we 
must solve their problem and especially the 
human tragedies of family separation. I 
hope that we will soon find an answer. 

Mr. President, an awesome responsibility 
rests upon you as you set out on the new 
road that lies before you. As leader of the 
United States of America, you are the 
leader of the free world who has to find a 
way to prevent global conflicts. We ac- 
knowledge and applaud your efforts to 
ensure that the great advances in technolo- 
gy are not abused and exploited for evil 
designs that could cause devastation to mil- 
lions of people. In your Presidency, it will 
be necessary, I am sure, to reach further 
agreements on the elimination of the new 
and growing threat of gas, chemical, and 
biological weapons which are being devel- 
oped at an alarming pace, especially in our 
part of the world. 

My responsibility is more limited, but 
equally awesome. I must find a way to 
achieve comprehensive and lasting peace 
for my nation and country. That is my over- 
riding goal and ambition. We are not con- 
tent with the status quo because we firmly 
believe that peace is achievable. 

Mr. President, 10 days ago, we completed 
a decade of peace between Israel and the 
leading Arab country, Egypt. That peace 
was the first and so far still the only break- 
through in the otherwise ongoing hostility 
of Arab States against Israel. Ten years ago 
not many believed that we would be stand- 
ing here today and looking back on a 
decade of peace with all its shortcomings 
and deficiencies. Our relationship with 
Egypt is not yet regular and normal. It 
must be deepened. It must be enriched. 

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, it is 
now almost 50 years since the start of 
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World War II, in which we were the princi- 
pal victims and paid relatively the highest 
price. And it is now 40 years since we re- 
newed our national life in our ancient 
homeland. In that period, six wars were 
forced upon us, and we have faced perma- 
nent terrorism against our civilian popula- 
tion. Few nations in the annals of humanity 
had to endure such perils and to pay such a 
price. It is, therefore, only natural that we 
never stop searching for the road to peace. 
The yearning for peace is ingrained in the 
national tradition and character of our 
people. We pray for peace three times 
every day. We despise violence and war. 
We refuse to believe that a military con- 
frontation is a valid way to solving disputes, 
but we cannot permit our abhorrence of 
war to be used against us by terrorists and 
dictators to force us to submit to their de- 
mands. We want to devote and utilize the 
talents and skills of our people for creativi- 
ty, for scholarship, for science, for medi- 
cine—not for developing more and more 
sophisticated instruments of war. But until 
today we have had no choice. Therefore, in 
the absence of peace, we must be strong as 
you are. 

In one of our prayers we use the words, 
“The Lord will give His people strength. 
The Lord will bless His people with peace.” 
First strength, then peace. 

We are grateful to the United States for 
its great contribution to enable our small 
nation to develop a deterrent capacity in 
the face of a block of 20 Arab countries 
with a population of 120 million people and 
a land mass twice the size of the United 
States. In our view the United States can 
play a useful role in advancing the search 
for peace because it enjoys the confidence 
of the parties in the Middle East. We are 
ready at all times to explore new ideas and 
study new proposals together with you and 
to reach understanding on how to proceed. 

Mr. President, today we celebrate the be- 
ginning of the month of Nisan. Nisan is the 
month of miracles, the month of deliver- 
ance, because it was established in the 
Jewish calendar some 3,500 years ago, on 
the eve of the great Exodus of the 12 tribes 
of Israel from bondage in Egypt. Since then 
our people have carried an eternal message 


to humanity. The message is that all human 
beings are equal and were created in the 
image of God, that no man should be en- 
slaved by his fellow men, that human life is 
sacred, and that peace on Earth is the lof- 
tiest of goals. Our people have lived by 
these principles through triumph and exile 
from Babylon to Auschwitz. We were rav- 
aged, but never destroyed because our mes- 
sage and our spirit are eternal and indes- 
tructable. And now, in our renewed home- 
land, we aspire to nothing more than the 
total achievement of these same principles. 
Our two democracies, our two peoples, 
share these values, cherish these ideals, long 
for similar objectives. 

Mr. President, I wish you a successful 
term of office. May the United States pros- 
per under your leadership. May it enjoy 
peace and avoid conflict. May it continue to 
stimulate and lead the free world and stem 
the tide of evil. We pray, Mr. President, 
that under your leadership the relationship 
between our two countries will continue to 
be solid, strong, deep, and enduring. 

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in 
this toast to the President of the United 
States and Mrs. Bush, and the people of this 
great country. L’Chaim [Cheers]. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:35 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 


The President’s News Conference 
April 7, 1989 


Alaskan Oil Spill 


The President. | have a statement, and 
then would be glad to take a few questions, 
and then refer them to our experts here. 

But virtually every American is familiar 
with the tragic environmental disaster in 
Alaskan waters. And more than 10 million 
gallons of oil have been spilled with deadly 
results for wildlife and hardship for local 
citizens. We all share the sorrow and con- 
cern of Alaskans and a determination to 
mount a sustained cleanup effort. Our ulti- 
mate goal must be the complete restoration 
of the ecology and the economy of Prince 
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William Sound, including all of its fish, 
marine mammals, birds, and other wildlife. 

The Exxon Corporation has acknowl- 
edged responsibility for this spill and its li- 
ability for the damages. Exxon should 
remain responsible for both damages and 
for employing civilian personnel necessary 
to control further damage. However, 
Exxon’s efforts standing alone are not 
enough. And after consulting with the con- 
gressional delegation—Senator Ted Stevens, 
Senator Frank Murkowski, Congressman 
Don Young—I have determined to add ad- 
ditional Federal resources to the cleanup 
effort, in addition to the considerable Fed- 
eral personnel and equipment already on 
the scene. And this new effort will focus on 
the job of helping recover oil now in the 
water and restoring beaches and other dam- 
aged areas. This effort should not in any 
way relieve Exxon from any of its responsi- 
bilities or its liabilities. 

I’ve asked Sam Skinner, our Secretary of 
Transportation, to serve as the coordinator 
of the efforts of all Federal agencies in- 
volved in the cleanup and to work with the 
Alaskan authorities and Exxon. Admiral 
Paul Yost, the Commandant of the Coast 
Guard, will return to Alaska to assume the 
personal oversight of developments. As we 
all know, the Coast Guard has many assets 
in place right now. Also at my direction, 
Defense Secretary Dick Cheney will make 
available U.S. Armed Forces personnel and 
equipment to assist in the cleanup. The 
military will provide personnel for direct 
cleanup activities, as well as assisting with 
logistics—the needs of logistics related to 
the cleanup. 

And of course, these efforts must be un- 
dertaken carefully so that further damage 
to fragile areas will not occur. Intensive 
planning now going on, as well as appropri- 
ate cleanup training, will be completed 
before ground units are actually deployed. 
In addition to the Department of Defense 
personnel, I’ve asked my staff to develop 
plans to enable volunteers to participate in 
cleanup activities. By summer we hope to 
have developed facilities to enable us to ac- 
commodate a corps of Alaskan volunteers. 
And when I say develop facilities, as these 
gentlemen will tell you, we’re dealing with 
very remote areas in some cases here. 
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I’ve asked EPA Administrator Bill Reilly 
to coordinate the long-range planning to re- 
store the environment of the Sound. EPA 
will draw on the expert of leading scientists 
and oil spill experts in this work, and it will 
also consult with other Federal agencies 
that are assessing scientific data regarding 
the effects of the spill. 

We'll not forget the residents of Alaska 
who have suffered extraordinary economic 
loss. And when you talk to these Congress- 
men, as I have, and: get it brought home on 
a case-by-case basis, we have to be con- 
cerned, and we are concerned. In addition 
to paying damage claims against it, we en- 
courage Exxon to increase its local hiring 
for the cleanup efforts. Secretary Skinner 
will also work with Exxon and appropriate 
agencies to develop appropriate loan assist- 
ance programs to assist those who have suf- 
fered economic injury. This situation has 
demonstrated the inadequacy of existing 
contingency plans. And consequently, I 
have directed a nationwide review of con- 
tingency plans of this type to determine 
improvements that may be necessary. 

In describing these measures, we should 
not be under any illusions. The job of clean- 
ing up the oil from both the sea and the 
affected land areas will be massive, pro- 
longed, and frustrating. Nothing we can do 
will totally resolve this problem in the 
short-term. Rather, we must be prepared 
for a long sustained effort. 

Learning from this experience, we also 
rededicate ourselves to transportation safety 
and to realistic planning for accidents that 
do occur. At the same time, our national 
security interests in the domestic energy 
supplies should not be forgotten. The excel- 
lent safety record that was recorded prior 
to this incident must be restored and main- 
tained consistently into the future. 

Secretary Skinner and Administrator 
Reilly will make brief statements and 
they—Secretary Cheney and others—will 
be available to answer questions. Prior to 
that, let me just take a couple of questions, 
and then I want to keep the focus, if possi- 
ble, on this. So, fire away. 

Q. Mr. President, if. 

The President. My protocol—sorry, about 
that. 
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Iran Arms and Contra Aid Controversy 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. If I could 
try another subject. How do you reconcile 
your efforts to arrange third country mili- 
tary aid for the contras with the spirit of 
the ban by Congress on aid to the rebels? 

The President. Look, I am not going to 
comment on any aspect of the North trial 
while it’s in progress. If I even commented 
on your question, it could prejudice the 
trial. That would be totally unfair. And I 
would note that of all the material that you 
seem to be referring to and has been intro- 
duced, all the material that was introduced 
yesterday, material you’re referring to, has 
been available to the Independent Counsel 
and the Iran-contra committee and has 
been reviewed by them for any special sig- 
nificance. So, I believe the legal process 
ought to run unfettered, without you or me 
endangering the trial process that’s going 
on right now. And that’s the last question 
Ill take on that subject. 


U.S. Foreign Policy Review 


Q. Do you have any reply to Mr. Gorba- 
chev’s contention that the foreign policy 
review is taking too long? 

The President. This is an environmental 
briefing here, and we’re concerned about 
the Alaska oil spill. But the answer is no. 
Let me simply say we’re the United States 
of America; we’re making a_ prudent 
review, and I will be ready to discuss that 
with the Soviets when we are ready. And 
Mr. Gorbachev knows that there is no foot- 
dragging going on, so I am not concerned 
in the least. 


Alaskan Oil Spill 


Q. A number of local officials in Alaska, as 
well as Alaskan residents, have been com- 
plaining virtually since this spill took place 
for a greater Federal role. I guess my ques- 
tion would be, Why has it taken so long to 
reach this conclusion, and hasn’t valuable 
time been lost during your deliberations? 

The President. Well, as you may recall, 
action started immediately. The big thing 
was to stop the hemorrhaging and get that 
ship moved. I immediately asked the head 
of the Coast Guard, the head of the Depart- 
ment of Transportation, and Bill Reilly to 
go up there. They came back and, upon 
sound advice, recommended that we not 


federalize. And let me be clear: We are not 
federalizing this operation. There is no 
demand from reasonable people to federal- 
ize this operation. And that is not going to 
be done. 

So, what have we done? The flow was 
stopped. And let me be very clear: I give 
great credit certainly—and some of those 
that are working out there—volunteers, pri- 
vate side, local citizens, company and ev- 
erything else—for stopping. But I also give 
great credit to the Coast Guard and to mili- 
tary assets that have already been used in 
moving equipment thousands of miles to 
stop the flow. And I'll tell you: A lot has 
been done. 

I’ve had a talk here with Bill Reilly about 
protecting the hatcheries. And I don’t want 
to make premature judgments on this, but 
it looks like the five hatcheries may have 
been saved. And now—is that an overstate- 
ment? And now the cleanup phase comes, 
and it’s the time when we can step up some 
activity. So, something has gone on. I’m not 
about to defend the status quo, but there is 
no desire on our part to federalize. We’re 
not going to do it. And I think it’s fair to 
point this out: I think the priorities were 
right. There is four times as much oil in 
that ship as spilled out of that ship. And it 
was important to guarantee, even in rough 
elements up there, that no more escape. 
And so, some things have happened. It was 
prudent to contain that spill. And so, the 
process is going forward. 

Q. Mr. President, do you have a sense yet 
of how much this Federal effort is going to 
costP And will you try to recover from 
Exxon that amount? 

The President. As I said, Exxon is liable, 
and they will continue to be liable. And we 
don’t, at this point, have a full assessment. 

Q. Are you going to take them to court 
on that, sir? 

The President. Sir? 

Q. Does that mean you’re going to follow 
up—you would take them to court or do 
whatever—— 

The President. 1 think Exxon has assumed 
liability, and I’m not going to stand here 
and suggest otherwise. 

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Gorbachev today 
made another arms control gesture, saying 
that he’ll stop production of weapons-grade 
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uranium and shut down two plutonium 
plants. What’s your response or reaction? 

The President. Y've given you my re- 
sponse. We'll be ready to react when we 
feel like reacting and when we have pru- 
dently made our reviews upon which to act. 

Q. I meant: What do you think of his 
proposal or his offer? Is this a big step for- 
ward? Are you impressed? 

The President. | haven’t seen it analyzed, 
Leslie [Leslie Stahl, CBS News] so I honest- 
ly can’t tell you that I know the full signifi- 
cance. 


Iran Arms and Contra Aid Controversy 


Q. Sir, I know you don’t want to talk 
about it, but former Senator Muskie, who 
was a member of the Tower commission, 
says he was not aware of this effort to in- 
volve the Hondurans or of your role. You 
have said this was available to the Tower 
commission. Do you want to reply to that 
without prejudicing Oliver North? 

The President. No, because I don’t want 
to prejudice a trial, John [John Cochran, 
NBC News]. It would be imprudent for us 
to do that, and we’re not going to do it. 
And I stand by my statement about the 
Iran-contra Committee. 

Q. Will you speak after the trial, then? 

The President. That’s it. 


The Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Mr. President, the conventional 
wisdom is that an American President 
never has much to gain by getting personal- 
ly involved in the Middle East. But I was 
thinking that maybe you were an exception, 
given your initial round this week. Can you 
tell us what’s in your mind about the 
Middle East, if you see yourself getting very 
personally involved over the course of your 
Presidency in trying to solve this? 

The President. Look, if I felt that being 
immersed in it would help solve the prob- 
lem of peace in the Middle East, I would do 
that. And I think you're right: There have 
been times when it appears that the Presi- 
dent shouldn’t be fully involved. But we’ve 
had two visits here now this week—Presi- 
dent Mubarak [of Egypt], Prime Minister 
Shamir [of Israel]. We'll have a forthcoming 
visit from King Hussein [of Jordan]. And 
I'm going to give the same assurances to 
him I’ve given to Mubarak and Shamir, and 
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that is that if I personally can be helpful, I 
want to do it. And in the meantime, why, I 
will say that—I can’t say I’m elated, but in 
the Middle East, a little step sometimes can 
prove to be fruitful. And I think the climate 
is better than it’s been in a while. But I 
would simply say it is not a time where a lot 
of high visibility missions on the part of the 
President can be helpful in the process. But 
I want to leave you with the view that it is 
of deep concern to us, particularly the vio- 
lence in the West Bank. And so, I think 
both leaders that I’ve talked to so far know 
my personal feelings on this, and we’re not 
despairing. In fact, I hope the two visits 
have moved things forward a little bit. 
Saul [Saul Friedman, Newsday]? 


Iran Arms and Contra Aid Controversy 


Q. Yes. Do your statements today mean 
that you won’t discuss this contra affair—— 

The President. Yes, it means I’ve said all I 
want to say about it. Look, we’re having a 
briefing on Alaska, and with all respect— 
did I cut you off? [Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, does this mean—— 

The President. Come on, Saul. [Laughter] 

Q. Does this mean you won't discuss it 
until the end of the Ollie North trial or—— 

The President. It means I’ve said all I 
want to say about it, because I really be- 
lieve, on the advice of lawyers, that that’s 
the last thing we ought to do—is even be 
kicking it around to this end. So, please 
accept it when I said I don’t want to talk 
about it anymore. And I’m not going to. So, 
nice try. [Laughter] 

Q. Until after—— 

The President. No, just let it stand. Go 
back and interpret what I said. 


The Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Do you believe the PLO [Palestine 
Liberation Organization] should have a role 
in those independent elections in Israel—or 
in the West Bank? 

The President. 1 think that the answer is 
to get on with the elections. And I'd like to. 
We haven’t fully resolved exactly who’s 
going to have a role, but I think that’s a 
matter to be determined between the par- 
ties. But I’d leave it right there. I’d leave it 
right there. The PLO has people living on 
the West Bank, as you know, and we want 
to see elections that are free and fair there. 
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Yes, David [David H. Hoffman, Washing- 
ton Post]? 

Q. Mr. President, was your statement this 
week about Israel ending the occupation in- 
tended as sort of a diplomatic nudge to 
Prime Minister Shamir? Should we read 
something into that? 

The President. 1 wouldn’t read anything 
into it. I do not feel that the provisions of 
Security Council Resolution 242 and 338 
have been fulfilled, and I wanted to be 
clear to all the parties in the Middle East 
that that is my view. And I will hold the—as 
best the U.S. can—hold the parties to a full 
implementation of those resolutions. And 
so, what I was signaling is that the territory 
that has been seeded for peace is not the 
end; it simply isn’t. 

Yes, Ellen [Ellen Warren, Knight-Ridder 
Newspapers]? And then Tom. And then 
we'll go up here. 


Oil Drilling and Exploration 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve used words like 
“deadly,” “tragic,” “disastrous” to describe 
the oil spill. During the campaign you said 
you were an environmentalist. Have you 
had any opportunity to rethink your com- 
mitment to drilling in the Artic Wildlife 
Refuge as a result of this disaster? 

The President. Yes, I’ve had the opportu- 
nity. 

Q. And what have you decided, sir? 

The President. No, 1 don’t think that you 
compromise the genuine national security 
interests of this country. And I don’t think 
that you can predicate a sound national 
energy policy on an aberration that seemed 
to have taken place in Prince William 
Sound. And my—if for those that do, I say, 
Please let me follow logically: Are you sug- 
gesting, because of the alleged human error 
of a pilot of a ship in Prince William Sound, 
that we shut down all the offshore produc- 
tion in the Gulf of Mexico? Is that the sug- 
gestion? If so, I oppose it. And I think we’ve 
got to do what I said in this statement: do 
everything humanly possible here and else- 
where, on land and on sea, to see that we 
have the soundest environmental practice 
and reserve in terms of putting out fires or 
stemming the flow of oil that leaks out, gets 
away. But I am not going to suggest that 
because of this we should rethink a policy 


of trying to get this country less dependent 
on foreign oil. 


Alaskan Oil Spill 


Q. Mr. President, you said earlier that 
you don’t want to defend the status quo in 
Alaska. You sounded sometimes like you’re 
defending Exxon. Are you satisfied with 
their performance since the spill? 

The President. No. 

Q. What have they done wrong? What 
could they have done better? 

The President. Let these experts tell you. 

Q. Mr. President, you have said -—— 

The President. I’m not satisfied with any- 
thing about it when we have a risk to the 
environment like this. Because Ellen was 
telling you correctly: I feel very, very 
strongly about the damage to our environ- 
ment there—to the fisheries, to the lives of 
people involved there, and to all of that. So, 
I am not totally satisfied. 

Yes. I’m going to take two more. We’re 
taking too much time away from the people 
that are really most thoroughly involved 
with this. And besides that, we’re getting 
off Marlin’s [Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secre- 
tary] schedule. 

Q. Oh. 

The President. Thank you for your under- 
standing. [Laughter] Go ahead. 


Minimum and Training Wages 


Q. Let me make one more subject 
change, if I may, sir. You’ve said a couple of 
times your minimum wage offer is your last 
and best. Does that mean you feel that the 
package being debated on the Hill now, the 
Democrats’ package, is worse than no bill at 
all, sir? 

The President. Well, there are several 
packages being debated. But I’ve told you: 
In terms of the increase and the length of 
time for the training wage, we did some- 
thing unusual. We fired our best shot and 
last shot and only shot first. And I'd like to 
take this opportunity to say what I heard 
several of our leaders saying yesterday after 
the meeting: I have no intention of budging 
1 inch on this, and I’ve got too much at 
stake to change right now, and I’m not 
going to. And so, that’s what we’ve done, 
and I know it’s an unusual procedure. The 
Secretary of Labor [Elizabeth H. Dole] 
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made her position very, very clear in this, 
and there we are. 


Alaskan Oil Spill 


Q. I was just going to ask one last ques- 
tion on this spill. You said that the cleanup 
would be protracted. How long do you 
think it’s going to take—number of years— 
and is there any real expectation this will 
ever be cleaned up? 

The President. Well, I think we’ve got to 
hope that it is. I think Santa Barbara, I 
would say, has been pretty well cleaned up. 
I'd say that the spill, the Amoco Cadiz, 
which was six times as big as this, has been 
cleaned up. And so, we’ve got to aspire to 
standards that make me able to tell the 
people of Alaska and people that are con- 
cerned all over this country: Yes, we can 
shoot for that standard, and we have history 
to point to. But I think what we do now 
will determine how fast we can say that it 
has been done. And that’s why we want to 
move as quickly as—we’ve got to. All right, 
last one. 

In the middle. Owen [Owen Ullmann, 


Knight-Ridder Newspapers]. Sorry, Tom. 
Polish Roundtable Accords 


Q. Can you tell me if you believe the 
political agreement reached in Poland this 
week could be a model for political reforms 
throughout Eastern Europe? And can we 
anticipate another visit to either Poland or 
Eastern Europe by you this summer or this 
spring? 

The President. No two Eastern European 
countries are the same. The striving for 
change in some, if not all, of these countries 
is the same. But I would say that the round- 
table development there in Poland is very 
positive, and I would certainly commend 
the parties getting together there. I go back 
to when we were there not very many 
months ago, and many of you were with me 
on that trip. I think the situation has moved 
so fast since that trip that I took a year or 
two ago that it’s mind-boggling. 

And to think that you’d see Jaruzelski 
(Chairman of the Council of State] shaking 
hands with Lech Walesa [Solidarity leader], 
we couldn’t have predicted that a couple of 
years ago. Why? Because I was lectured 
very firmly about the Solidarnosc being 
“outlawed.” So, things are moving. And I 
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think it’s a sign of the change that democra- 
cy and democratization, if you will—and 
elections and parliaments and congresses— 
is on the move. And this is recognition of a 
trade union’s rights to bargain. 

This is all very encouraging. But what it 
means to the other Eastern European coun- 
tries, Owen, I simply can’t tell you. In 
terms of my own plans, we have not formu- 
lated any plans yet. I’d love to go back to 
Poland sometime. I’d love to go back there. 
But there’s no such plans. 

I really do have to run. And I'll just turn 
this over now to [Secretary of Transporta- 
tion] Sam Skinner and the Congressmen 
and Senators. 


Note: The President’s seventh news confer- 
ence began at 10:50 a.m. in the Briefing 
Room at the White House. 


White House Fact Sheet on Federal 
Assistance for the Alaskan Oil Spill 
Cleanup 


April 7, 1989 


The oil spill in Prince William Sound, 
simply put, is one of the greatest environ- 
mental tragedies in American history. More 
than 10 million gallons of oil went into the 
waters of the Sound. The spill has been 
deadly to marine life, mammals, and birds 
on a substantial scale. Adding to the threat 
of the situation was the possibility that 
more than 40 million additional gallons of 
oil still in the ship might have been dis- 
charged if further damage to the ship, still 
on the reef in exposed waters, had oc- 
curred. 

The remaining oil on the Exxon Valdez 
has now been unloaded to the extent possi- 
ble and the tanker refloated. Thus, the 
danger that this tragedy could have been 
magnified by several times in size has now 
been removed. Now it is time to focus pri- 
vate and public resources on the job of 
cleaning up the oil, protecting fragile areas 
from the spreading pollution, and restoring 
damaged areas. 

The Exxon Corporation has acknowl- 
edged its responsibility, and it will be held 
strictly accountable for all damages caused 
by this incident to the maximum extent of 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Apr. 7 


the law. Exxon is currently conducting ex- 
tensive operations designed to recover 
spilled oil. In addition to Exxon’s current 
efforts, a substantial Federal response has 
been mounted, coordinated by the United 
States Coast Guard. At present, this effort 
involves almost 400 Coast Guard personnel, 
as well as vessels, aircraft, helicopters, and 
large quantities of equipment. 

The President has determined, however, 
that this effort should be expanded; and he 
has today directed a series of additional 
measures. 


Accelerating Cleanup 


1. The President has asked Secretary of 
Transportation Samuel Skinner to serve as 
the President’s personal liaison to the clean- 
up efforts. Secretary Skinner will be respon- 
sible for mobilizing and coordinating all 
Federal Government Departments and 
Agencies as necessary. Adm. Paul Yost, 
Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard, and 
Vice Adm. Clyde Robbins will assume per- 
sonal oversight direction of the cleanup 
effort, working with Exxon and the Gover- 
nor of Alaska. 

2. The Department of Defense has been 
directed by the President to make available 
all facilities, equipment, and personnel that 
can be effectively utilized in assisting the 
cleanup of spilled oil. Planning for this 
effort, which will be coordinated by Maj. 
Gen. J.D. Smith, the Director of Military 
Support, has already begun. Elements of all 
military services will be available as neces- 
sary to support oil cleanup operations. 

¢ The operations that are anticipated 

will include utilization of Armed 
Forces ground personnel in the clean- 
up of affected beach areas, additional 
personnel and equipment to assist in 
skimming and booming activities relat- 
ed to oil in the Sound, and construc- 
tion of facilities for civilian and military 
personnel participating in the cleanup 
efforts. 

As on-site coordinator of cleanup ef- 
forts, the Coast Guard has been as- 
sured of the availability of necessary 
Department of Defense assets. It has 
been charged by the President with 
the responsibility of utilizing the maxi- 
mum practicable effort to begin the 


restoration of affected land and water 
areas. 

Use of military forces will not displace 
civilian employment by Exxon or by 
Federal Agencies. By constructing fa- 
cilities in remote areas, the military 
effort will facilitate future use of civil- 
ian personnel in cleanup related work. 

3. The President calls on Exxon to in- 
crease the number of civilian employees 
and locally owned vessels employed in oil 
cleanup operations. The President believes 
that simple, expeditious and nonexclusive 
claims procedures should be established by 
Exxon for those damaged as a result of the 
spill. This assistance should include tempo- 
rary funds pending resolution of permanent 
claims. 

4. The President has directed that a pro- 
gram for volunteers willing to assist cleanup 
efforts be established during the coming 
summer months. Volunteers and other civil- 
ian assistance will supplement military per- 
sonnel in cleanup operations. 


Promoting Recovery 


5. In addition to these immediate cleanup 
efforts, the President has named EPA Ad- 
ministrator William Reilly to coordinate ef- 
forts to promote the long-term revival of 
the ecology of Prince William Sound. EPA 
will draw on the expertise of leading scien- 
tific and oil-spill experts in developing long- 
term recovery plans. 

6. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) of the Department 
of Commerce, the Department of Interior, 
and the Department of Agriculture have 
already commenced a scientific assessment 
of the ecological damage from the oil spill 
and the development of a plan for long-run 
restoration, rehabilitation, and replacement 
of the damaged natural resources. As a part 
of this effort, the Departments will assist in 
the development of plans for restoring fish 
and wildlife stocks and habitats. 

7. The President will shortly submit com- 
prehensive oil-spill liability and compensa- 
tion legislation, and he urges Congress to 
consider and act upon such legislation 
promptly. In addition, the President be- 
lieves ratification of pending international 
oil-spill agreements should receive priority 
attention by the Senate. 
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8. The President has directed Secretary 
Skinner, working with Exxon, the Alaskan 
congressional delegation, State authorities, 
and other agencies, to develop appropriate 
loan programs to assist those who have suf- 
fered economic losses, and to report back to 
the President on such programs within 10 
days. 

9. Finally, the tragic consequences of the 
Exxon Valdez situation have demonstrated 
the inadequacy of contingency planning for 
emergencies of this type. As a result, the 
President has directed a review of contin- 
gency plans of this type nationwide to de- 
termine their adequacy in light of the les- 
sons of this situation and the critical impor- 
tance of an adequate capacity for a timely 
response. The National Response Team, es- 
tablished pursuant to the Clean Water Act 
and the Comprehensive Environmental Re- 
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act, 
has been directed to undertake this reevalu- 
ation of existing planning and to report 
findings and recommendations within 6 
months. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Meeting With 
President-Elect Alfredo Cristiani of 

El Salvador 


April 7, 1989 


President Bush met with Salvadoran 
President-elect Alfredo Cristiani and Vice 
President-elect Francisco Merino in the 
Oval Office for 30 minutes today. The 
President again congratulated Mr. Cristiani 
for his first-round electoral victory on 
March 19. The President said he looked for- 
ward to establishing the same sort of work- 
ing relationship that he and President 
Reagan had with President Duarte. In fur- 
therance of that goal, the President issued 
an invitation to Mr. Cristiani to come to 
Washington in late summer for an official 
working visit. Mr. Cristiani accepted the 
President’s offer and expressed his hope of 
enhancing our mutual cooperation. 

The President stated in strongest terms 
his commitment to support Salvadoran de- 
mocracy and his admiration of the commit- 
ment of the Salvadoran people who risked 
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death or injury by guerrilla threats to inter- 
rupt the vote. A U.S. observer team from 
both political parties, as well as electoral 
observers from other countries, have certi- 
fied the election as free and fair. The Presi- 
dent noted that El Salvador’s democratic 
institutions stand in marked contrast to 
those of Nicaragua. The Salvadoran press is 
free. Political groups mount demonstrations 
without government interference. And the 
Government has granted a total amnesty. 

For the past 8 years, our commitment to 
El Salvador has reflected a bipartisan con- 
sensus. Nevertheless, there have been some 
voices that have prejudged Mr. Cristiani 
and who are pessimistic about the future. 
The President stated his view that Mr. Cris- 
tiani should be given the chance to prove 
his dedication to democracy, peace, and 
human rights. Mr. Cristiani has already 
proven his ability to run a fair campaign, 
which inspires our confidence about the 
future. 

The President and Mr. Cristiani noted the 
importance of human rights in El Salvador. 
The President noted with satisfaction Mr. 
Cristiani’s role in helping to overturn the 
decision of a judge who released rightwing 
elements accused of involvement in kidnap- 
ings. The President offered continued U.S. 
assistance to improve Salvadoran judicial in- 
stitutions. 

Mr. Cristiani warmly endorsed the Bipar- 
tisan Accord on Central America as a con- 
tribution to peace and said that the focus 
must remain on Nicaraguan democratiza- 
tion. The President indicated that we would 
consult El Salvador, as well as the other 
Central American democracies, on peace 
issues. 


Proclamation 5951—National Former 


Prisoners of War Recognition Day, 
1989 


April 7, 1989 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 


Since the Revolutionary War, generations 
of Americans have been willing to make 
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great sacrifices in order to win and preserve 
our Nation’s freedom. Few Americans could 
appreciate that freedom more than those 
who suffered capture and imprisonment 
during times of war. Many of these Ameri- 
cans were subject to mistreatment and tor- 
ture in violation of fundamental standards 
of morality and the international code of 
conduct for the treatment of prisoners of 
war. Some would never survive. 

Thousands of Americans captured during 
World War II and the Korean and Vietnam 
conflicts endured starvation, disease, and 
physical and psychological torture, in addi- 
tion to separation from loved ones. Our 
Nation must never forget the great price 
these and other Americans paid so that we 
might live in peace and freedom. 

Today, each and every American should 
recognize the tremendous debt we owe 
former prisoners of war. Let us always 
strive to be worthy of their sacrifices, and 
let us always be thankful for the blessings of 
liberty they helped to secure for our coun- 
try. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
43, has designated April 9, 1989, as “Nation- 
al Former Prisoners of War Recognition 
Day” and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim April 9, 1989, as National 
Former Prisoners of War Recognition Day, 
a day dedicated to all American former 
prisoners of war. I call upon government 
officials, private organizations and individ- 
ual Americans to observe this day with ap- 
propriate ceremonies and activities, to 
honor former prisoners of war, and to 
renew our Nation’s appreciation for the 
rights and freedom they defended. I also 
invite national and local veterans organiza- 
tions and civic groups to join in the observ- 
ance of this day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of April, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:58 a.m., April 10, 1989] 


Letter to the Chairmen of the House 
and Senate Appropriations and Armed 
Services Committees on the Release of 
Additional Funds for the ICBM Rail 
Garrison Program 


April 7, 1989 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 

As you know, I am committed to an open 
and full review of the ICBM modernization 
issue. I am confident the review will pro- 
vide the basis for development of consensus 
on ICBM modernization. To this end, I 
want to ensure nothing is done to prejudge 
the results of the review by favoring one or 
the other of the alternatives. 

As I indicated in my February 17, 1989 
letter regarding the ICBM modernization 
program, we have ensured obligations for 
the Rail Garrison program will not exceed 
$250 million before April 3, 1989. Since the 
national security strategy review will not be 
completed by that date and since the FY 
1989 Authorization and Appropriations Acts 
allow release of additional ICBM modern- 
ization funds after February 15, 1989, I 
intend to release $120 million to the Rail 
Garrison program in April. 

This will ensure the viability of the Rail 
Garrison program while not affecting the 
Small ICBM program, which can proceed 
without additional funds until the national 
security strategy review and amendments 
to the FY 1990/1991 budget are completed. 

This obligation of additional funds for Rail 
Garrison must occur in order to prevent 
program disruption, substantial cost in- 
creases, or significant schedule delays. 

This action keeps both programs viable 
and provides us the flexibility to proceed 
with the programs as deemed appropriate 
after completion of the strategy review. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 
Note: Identical letters were sent to Robert C. 


Byrd and Jamie L. Whitten, chairmen of 
the Senate and House Committees on Ap- 
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propriations, respectively, and Sam Nunn 
and Les Aspin, chairmen of the Senate and 
House Committees on Armed Services, re- 
spectively. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





April 1 

The President met at the White House 
with John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; and 
members of the CIA briefing staff. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended the Gridiron Dinner at the 
Capitol Hilton Hotel. 


April 3 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
the opening day of the 1989 baseball season 
at Memorial Stadium in Baltimore, MD. He 
threw the first pitch of the game between 
the Baltimore Orioles and the Boston Red 
Sox and watched five innings before return- 
ing to the White House. President Moham- 
med Hosni Mubarak of Egypt attended the 
game with the President. 


April 4 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 


—President Oscar Arias Sanchez of Costa 
Rica; 

—Secretary of Education Lauro F. Cava- 
zos, for lunch; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


April 5 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Hans-Jochen Vogel, chairman of the 
West German Social Democratic Party; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


April 6 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—the Republican congressional leader- 
ship; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President and 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir of Israel vis- 
ited the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Air and Space Museum. 


April 7 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Gov. William P. Clements, Jr., of Texas; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

In an Oval Office ceremony, the Presi- 

dent and the Vice President were present- 
ed with medals commemorating the Ameri- 
can Bicentennial Presidential Inaugural by 
the Inaugural Medals Committee. Mrs. Bush 





and Mrs. 
charms. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a reception in the Residence 
at the White House for the Folger Library. 
Following the reception, the President and 
Mrs. Bush left the White House for a week- 
end stay at Camp David, MD. 


Quayle were presented with 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted April 4 


John R. Bolton, 

of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State, vice Richard Salisbury Williamson, re- 
signed. 


Herman Jay Cohen, 

of New York, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Career 
Minister, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State, vice Chester A. Crocker, resigned. 


Terence A. Todman, 

of the Virgin Islands, a career member of 
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of Career 
Minister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Argentina. 


Charles Edgar Redman, 

of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Counsel- 
or, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Sweden. 


Richard Reeves Burt, 

of Arizona, for the rank of Ambassador 
during his tenure of service as head of dele- 
gation on nuclear and space talks and chief 


negotiator on strategic nuclear arms 
(START). 
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Submitted April 4—Continued 


Robert R. Glauber, 

of Massachusetts, to be an Under Secretary 
of the Treasury, vice George D. Gould, re- 
signed. 


Hollis S. McLoughlin, 

of New Jersey, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of the Treasury, vice Charles H. Dailara, 
resigned. 


Kenneth Winston Starr, 
of Virginia, to be Solicitor General of the 
United States, vice Charles Fried, resigned. 


Susan Carol Schwab, 

of Maryland, to be Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce and Director General of the 
United States and Foreign Commerical 
Service, vice Lew W. Cramer, resigned. 


Constance Horner, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Under 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
vice Donald M. Newman, resigned. 


Mary Sheila Gall, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, vice Sydney J. 
Olson, resigned. 


Elaine L. Chao, 

of California, to be 
Transportation, vice 
Dawson, resigned. 


Deputy Secretary of 
Mary Ann Weyforth 


W. Henson Moore, 
of Louisiana, to be 
Energy, vice Joseph 


John Chatfield Tuck, 

of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of 
Energy, vice Donna R. Fitzpatrick, re- 
signed. 


John Theodore Sanders, 
of Illinois, to be Under Secretary of Educa- 
tion, vice Linus D. Wright, resigned. 


Deputy Secretary of 
F. Salgado, resigned. 


Frank Quill Nebeker, 

of Virginia, to be chief judge of the US. 
Court of Veterans Appeals for the term of 
15 years (new position). 
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Submitted April 4—Continued 


William G. Rosenberg, 

of Michigan, to be an Assistant Administra- 
tor of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, vice J. Craig Potter, resigned. 


Constance Berry Newman, 

of Maryland, to be Director of the Office of 
Personnel Management, vice Constance 
Horner, resigned. 


Paul D. Coverdell, 
of Georgia, to be Director of the Peace 
Corps, vice Loret M. Ruppe, resigned. 


Withdrawn April 4 


Lew W. Cramer, 

of California, to be Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce and Director General of the 
United States and Foreign Commerical 
Service (new  position—P.L. 100-418), 
which was sent to the Senate on January 3, 
1989. 


Submitted April 6 


Reginald Bartholomew, 

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Career Minister, 
to be Under Secretary of State for Coordi- 
nating Security Assistance Programs, vice 
Edward J. Derwinski, resigned. 


Morris Berthold Abrams, 

of New York, to be the Representative of 
the United States of America to the Europe- 
an Office of the United Nations, with the 
rank of Ambassador, vice Joseph Carlton 
Petrone, resigned. 


John E. Robson, 

of Georgia, to be Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury, vice M. Peter McPherson, re- 
signed. 


Roger Bolton, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury, vice Edith E. Holiday, re- 
signed. 


Jack Callihan Parnell, 


of California, to be Deputy Secretary of Ag- 
riculture, vice Peter C. Myers, resigned. 
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Submitted April 6—Continued 


Richard Thomas Crowder, 

of Minnesota, to be Under Secretary of Ag- 
riculture for International Affairs and Com- 
modity Programs, vice Daniel G. Amstutz, 
resigned. 


Kay Coles James, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, vice Stephanie 
Lee-Miller, resigned. 


Phillip D. Brady, 

of Virginia, to be General Counsel of the 
Department of Transportation, vice B. 
Wayne Vance, resigned. 


Susan S. Engeleiter, 

of Wisconsin, to be Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration, vice James 
Abdnor, resigned. 


Submitted April 7 


Richard Thomas McCormack, 

of Pennsylvania, to be United States Alter- 
nate Governor of the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development for a 
term of 5 years, United States Alternate 
Governor of the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank for a term 5 years, United States 
Alternate Governor of the African Develop- 
ment Bank for a term of 5 years, United 
States Alternate Governor of the African 
Development Fund, and United States Al- 
ternate Governor of the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank, vice W. Allen Wallis, resigned. 


James O. Mason, 

of Georgia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, vice Robert E. 
Windom, resigned. 


Fred M. Zeder II, 

of New York, to be President of the Over- 
seas Private Investment Corporation, vice 
Craig A. Nalen, resigned. 








Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released April 4 


Advance text: 

Remarks at a White House briefing for 
members of the American Business Confer- 
ence 


Transcript: 
Press briefing on Central America—by 
President Oscar Arias Sanchez of Costa Rica 


Released April 5 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the proposed Educational 
Excellence Act of 1989—by Secretary of 
Education Lauro F. Cavazos and Under 
Secretary of Education Charles Kolb 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Frank Quill Nebeker to be 
chief judge of the U.S. Court of Veterans 
Appeals 
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Released April 6 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on Federal assistance for the 
Alaskan oil spill cleanup—by Secretary of 
Transportation Samuel K. Skinner; Secre- 
tary of Defense Richard Cheney; and Wil- 
liam K. Reilly, Administrator of the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved April 2 


SJ. Res. 50 / Public Law 101-10 

To designate the week beginning April 2, 
1989, as “National Child Care Awareness 
Week” 


Approved April 7 


H.R. 829 / Public Law 101-11 
Wildfire Suppression Assistance Act 
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